
A Voice for Freedom – Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

Exercise A

1. The tragedy killing seventy-seven people was a deliberate assault to the Norwegians society.
However, the response of the Norwegians was at every level of public and private. They had
been consistent with their historic adherence to the values of openness, integrity and justice, for
which the world admires the citizen of the country.

2. The three women (Ellen Jonson Sirleaf, Leymah Roberta Gbowee, Tawakkul Karman) were
selected for the Nobel Peace Prize linked by their commitment to change, and by their efforts to
promote the rule of law and democracy in societies which are driven by conflicts.

3. Wangari Maathai was a Kenyan environmentalist and a political activist. She was also the first
African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize and her accomplishments will forever inspire
everyone.

4. The countless women, whom Ellen thanks in her speech were those women whose efforts and
sacrifice will never be recognised, but who in their private and silent struggles, helped to shape
the world.

5. Ellen gives credit to her parents and two grandmothers who were indigenous Liberians,
farmers and market traders who could neither read nor write and also her teachers and mentors
for shaping her values.

6. The speaker said that her life was ‘forever transformed’ when she started to serve the people
of Liberia it was where she took on the big responsibility of rebuilding a nation which was nearly
destroyed by war. She took the privilege to transform the country and she aimed that they could
not let the country slipped back into past. 

7. The speaker stands for women and told that though women were tortured and mutilated of
their bodies and got destroyed their ambitions, the women and girls have paid the price of
domestic and international armed conflicts with the currencies of blood, of tears and of dignity.

8. The speaker sees the hope of good signs of progress and change in the world. She sees that
around the world, slowly, international law and awareness of human rights are seen in school,
courts, in the marketplace. Democracies are taking roots in lands unaccustomed to freedom.

9. Technology has turned our world into one interconnected neighbourhood. What happens in
one place is seen in every corner, and there has been no better time for the spread of peace,
democracy and their attending social justice and fairness for all. Today, across the globe women
and also men from all walks of life are finding the courage to say loudly and firmly, in a thousand
languages “No more”. They reject mindless violence and defend the fundamental values of
democracy, of open society, of freedom and of peace. 



Thus, technology has played an important role in bringing about the positive changes in our
present world.

10. The speaker urge the people especially the sisters and brothers or young generations, not to
be afraid to denounce injustices, though they may not be outnumbered. She urged them not to
be afraid to seek peace, even if their voices may be small. She tells them to demand peace and
find their voices for justice.

11. Liberia’s continued progress depends on policies and programmes that invest in people and
strengthen democratic institutions, while remaining grounded in the rule of law. Everyone
should speaker out and raise their voices, for they aren’t the losers in the society, but all the
people are an essential component which are needed and is must for strengthening
accountability in government.

Exercise B

1 & 2 – Assignment (write in your note book)

3. According to Sirleaf, there are still many challenges that women face. For instance, women
save unprecedented cruelty directed against them during civil wars and strive, rape continues
unabated during times of lawlessness. Number of girls and women of all ages were brutally
defiled over the past two decades, staggered the imagination and the number of lives
devastated by such evils defies comprehension. 

Through the physical mutilation and the destruction of their ambitions, women and girls have
disproportionately paid the price of domestic and international armed conflict. They have paid
their price through blood, tears and dignity. Education of girls is seen as an indulgence and
women are discouraged from pursuing higher education no matter how promising they may be.
Crimes against women are still under reported and the laws protecting women are under
enforced. The challenge also includes human trafficking of girls and women, domestic violence
and abuse.

The speaker thus encourages women to raise their inner voice to fight for freedom, justice and
equality.

Extra questions.

1.According to Sirleaf, what are humanity’s common goals and how can they be achieved?

According to Sirleaf, government must initiate policies and programmes that invest in people
and strengthen democratic institutions while remaining grounded in the rule of law. Most
importantly, these programmes must stand the test of time and must not be dependent on one
leader or political party. There must be space and respect for opposing voices, as these are
essential components to strengthen the accountability of the government.



Moreover, young people all over the world are impatient for their life to improve. They want
better education, useful skills and jobs in order to have a better quality of life. Therefore, human
rights and social justice is essential to achieve the goal of a democratically elected government.

2. What kind of optimism and hope is Sirleaf talking about?

By optimism and hope, Sirleaf is talking about the good signs of progress and change.
International law and awareness of human rights can be seen even in the most backward places.
Prisons where men and women were abused are being thrown open. Democracy is tentatively
taking root in countries where totalitarian regimes lasted for decades.

3. What salient features of the declaration does Ellen Johnson Sirleaf talk about?

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf states that the declaration of human rights is universal. It speaks of rights
that all human have simply by virtue of being human. These rights are given by government and
so cannot be withdrawn on a whim. It is a legal declaration, no a list of aspiration. It obligates
government to treat their own citizens with equality and justice.

4. Briefly list the achievements of Tawakul Karman, Leymah Roberta Gbowee and Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf.

Tawakul Karman was called as Yemini’s ‘iron woman’ and ‘mother of the revolution’. She was an
active participant of the Yemini uprising who fought for press freedom, opposed repression by
the government and raised her voice for democracy.

Leymah Roberta Gbowee war a Liberian peace activist. She mobilised the women of Liberia to
help bring an end to the second Liberian civil war. She worked as a councelor and organised
women across Christian and Muslim lives and to pressure both factions for peace.

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is the 24 th president of Liberia. She fought for freedom, Justice , equality in
Liberia, advocating women’s right and the importance of education to provide a better future.
She delivered the speech ‘A Voice for Freedom’ on the occasion of receiving the Nobel Prize for
peace in 2011.

5. To whom does Sirleaf want to dedicate her award?

Sirleaf wants to dedicate her award to those women who have put efforts and sacrifice in their
private and silent struggles that has helped to shape our world.

6. Where was Sirleaf’s long journey and whose values shaped her?

Sirleaf long journey was to Oslo. She was shaped by the values of her parents and by her two
grandmothers who could neither read nor write. They taught her that only through one’s
service, life is truly blessed.

7. How does Sirleaf urged the people to look upon this event?



Sirleaf urges the people to look upon this event as a milestone in the inexorable (unstoppable)
march towards the achievement of a genuine and lasting peace.

8. Who was the first African woman to receive the Noble Prize and when?

Late Wangari Muta Maathai was the first African woman to receive the Noble Prize in 2004.

9.Who according to professor Wangari Maathai , must be role models for the next generation of
leadership?

-According to Wangari Maathai, those who were privileged to receive the benefits of education,
skills, experience and power must be role models for the next generation of leadership. 

Exercise C,D & E – Homework.

 


