
Short answer type question 

1. Write briefly about the island group of India 

Ans. The Andaman and Nicobar islands are India’s two major islands. It comprises of a group 

of more than 300 islands out of which 265are uninhabited. The Andaman islands in the bay of 

Bengal have large islands grouped together, called the great Andamans and to its south is the 

Islands of the little Andamans. The Nicobar Islands south of the Andaman are a group of 19 

islands out of which 7 are uninhabited. The islands are divided into southern, central and 

northern islands. 

 The Lakshadweep islands which comprise of 100000 islands lie scattered off the coast 

of Kerala in the Arabian Sea. It is the smallest union territory in India. The Lakshadweep 

islands were formed of coral deposits called atolls. 

 2. Write a note on the middle Himalayas 

Ans. The middle Himalayas also known as the Himachal lies to the south of the Himadri 

extending over an average width of 50kms and about 370-4500m high. Important ranges of 

Himachal are the Mahabharat, the Dhauladhar and the Pir Panjal. The most popular hill 

stations of north India namely Mussoorie, Shimla, Dalhousie, Nainital, Darjiling, and 

Dharamshala are located in the Himachal. 

3. Define 

(i) Khadar 

Ans: the younger alluvium deposit soil of the flood plains. 

(ii) Bangar 

Ans: The older alluvium deposit soil of the flood plains. 

(iii) Tarai 

Ans: The wet and marshy area having a thick forest and a variety of wildlife. 

(iv) Bhabar 

Ans:  An 18-16Km wide belt that forms  a pebbled bed which are parallel to the slope of the 

river bed. They are laid down by numerous streams that flow down the hills. 

4. Write about the Western Coastal Plains. 

Ans: Stretching from Kerala to Gujarat is the Western Coastal Plain, which is rather narrow 

except the Gujarat part. This highly rugged and dissected coastal plain is called the Konkan 

Coast in the northern part. The coast south of Goa is called the Malabar coast. 

Long answer type question 

1. The vast latitudinal and longitudinal extent of India is unique. Discuss. 

Ans: India covers a vast area of 3287263sqkm. It has a vast latitudinal extent between 8°4’N 

73  na°6’N. Its longitudinal extends between 68° 7’E and 97° 25’E. since India lies in the 

northern hemisphere, Equator passes just a few degrees below the southern tip of India. The 



tropic of cancer divides India into two parts. If the land area is measured in kilometres, the 

distance between north and south is 3214km and the distance between east and west is is 

about 2933km. but if they are measured in degrees the land area of India lies in almost the 

same distance of 30° latitude and longitude. So, this makes the latitudinal and longitudinal an 

extent of India unique. 

2. What is the Standard Meridian of India? What is its importance? 

Ans: The standard Meridian of India is 82° 30’E through Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh.  

  It is important to have standard meridian because India is a vast country divided 

into North, South, East and West zones which leads to difference in time. The standard 

meridian helps to avoid confusion in time difference in different zones in India. The time 

difference in a place in Arunachal Pradesh in the East and a place in Gujarat in the West of 

India is that of two hours. In order to avoid this difference the standard meridian of Allahabad 

in Uttar Pradesh helps India to maintain the same time in every zone throughout India. 

3. Discuss the four main sections of the Himalayas in an east-west direction 

Ans: The four main sections of the Himalayas in an east-west direction are: 

 1. The Nepal Himalayas- it is the area between the Kali and the Tista. 

 2. Assam Himalayas- this area lies between the Tista and the Dihang(Tssangpo) 

 3. Punjab Himalayas- this section covers an area of Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal 

Pradesh 

 4. The famous hill resorts of Gulmarg and Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir are in the 

Pir Panjal Range. 

4. What do you know about: 

(i) The Northern Plains: 

 The northern plains lies between peninsular India and the Himalayas. It is formed by 

the Indus, Ganga and the Brahmaputra. These plain called the Indo-Gangetic lowland, stretch 

in a great arc from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of Bengal. Within this region lies the most 

productive and the most densely settled region of India. 

(ii) The Deccan Plateau: 

 Deccan Plateau, a vast triangular tableland occupying most of the peninsular India is 

made mostly of igneous and metamorphic rocks, which contain valuable minerals. This 

generally rocky region is marked by low mountain ranges and deep valleys. The Deccan is 

bordered by the mountain systems known as the Eastern Ghats and the Western Ghats. 

(iii) The Thar Desert 

 The Thar Desert also known as the Great Indian Desert is an extensive region of sandy 

desert. It is located in the north western part of India covering eastern Pakistan. The Desert 

terrain is marked with rolling sand hills, scattered vegetation and rock outcroppings. This area 

receives very little rainfall and the temperature is very high.  

   


