
Chapter 6 

Climate 

II. Very short answer type question 

1. Define climate 

Ans: A regular pattern of weather conditions of a particular place is called a climate. 

2. What are Mango Showers? 

Ans: Mango shower is the name of  the pre-monsoon showers in Kerala and Karnataka that help in 

ripening the mangoes. 

3. List the elements that affect the climate of India? 

Ans: The elements that affect the climate of India are temperature and precipitation.  

4. List the factors that determine the climate of a place? 

Ans: The factors that determine the climate of a place are  

 (i) Location 

 (ii) Altitude 

 (iii) Distance from the sea 

 (iv) Pressure and winds 

 (v) Upper air currents 

5. Which part of India experiences continental type of climate? 

Ans: The Northern Plain of India experiences continental type of climate. 

6. List the four main seasons of India 

Ans: The four main seasons of India are: 

 (i) cold weather season 

 (ii) Hot weather season 

 (iii) Advancing monsoon season 

 (iv) Retreating monsoon season 

7. List the two branches of advancing monsoon 

Ans: The two branches of advancing monsoon are The Arabian Sea branch and The Bay of Bengal 

branch.  

III. Short answer type questions. 

1. How do Himalayas affect the climate of India? 



Ans: The Himalayas are towering mountainous walls in the north. They serve as an effective climatic 

divide. The prevent the cold and chilly northern winds from Central Asia from reaching the 

subcontinent. Due to these mountains, India experiences a comparatively warmer climate during 

winter. Also, the temperature difference is highly minimised between the subtropical and tropical 

areas. 

2. Give two characteristics of winter season 

Ans: Two characteristics of winter season are: 

 (i) Light winter rainfall in northwest India is useful for the rabi crop especially wheat. 

 (ii) Temperature goes on decreasing towards north of Tropic of Cancer. 

3. What is meant by vagaries of the monsoon. 

Ans: Vagaries of the monsoon is uncertain and irregular arrival and retreat of monsoon which causes 

variation in annual rainfall from year to year in different regions. Some areas get more rainfall others 

get less rainfall or no rainfall at all. 

4. How have monsoon been a unifying bond in India 

Ans: The monsoon provides a rhythmic cycle of season to India. This has great influence on India’s 

festivals, lifestyle of people, the agricultural routine, animal and plant life and the landscape too. Thus, 

monsoons have been a unifying bond in India. 

5. what is Loo? When and where does it blow? 

Ans: The Loo are strong, hot and dry winds that blow during the day in summer, over northern and 

north western India. 

IV. Long answer type question 

1. Write about the characteristic features of hot weather season and cold weather season of India? 

Ans: Refer Pg. 103 and 104 (three points each) 

2. How do south westerly winds brings rain in India? 

Ans: the trade winds which originate over the Indian ocean move to Bay of Bengal and at last reach 

the Arabian sea. As they flow over the sea they absorb moisture and cross the equator and come 

through the south-west direction. These winds are very strong and they blow at the speed of 30km and 

suddenly bring rainfall with thunderstorm and lightening, which is known as the breaking of monsoon. 

3. Discuss how distribution of precipitation differs all over the country. 

Ans: The precipitation in India varies from place to place. Some areas receive heavy rainfall while 

others receive moderate or very less rainfall. India receives an annual rainfall of over 400cm over parts 

of western coast and north-eastern India. But in western Rajasthan and parts of Punjab, Haryana and 

Gujarat, only 60cm rain is recorded. Low rainfall is also recorded in the interiors of the Deccan Plateau 

in the east of the Sahyadris. Around Leh in Jammu and Kashmir, low precipitation is observed. 

 The rest of India receives moderate rainfall while smowfall is restricted to the Himalayan 

region. 



4. Discuss the features of the retreating monsoon. 

Ans: The retreating monsoon means the season when the monsoon wind moves in the reverse direction 

and withdraws from the land and goes back to the sea. This occurs in the months of October and 

November. During the months of October and November, the monsoon trough of low pressure grows 

weaker and is replaced by high pressure. The period of transition from hot and rainy to dry and cold 

season occurs. Due to this, the weather becomes oppressive and the heat increases which is called the 

“October heat”. During this season, cyclonic depressions occurs and destructive tropical cyclones 

strike the populated areas in the Coromandel coastal regions causing loss of lives and properties on a 

large scale. 

5. Discuss the monsoon season of India. 

Ans: In India, a low pressure area develops over the northern plains during the month of June. The 

ocean is cooler and high pressure area develops over it. As winds always  blow from high pressure to 

low pressure areas, the moisture laden winds blow from the oceanic high pressure areas towards the 

low pressure areas of the land and give heavy rainfall. 

 These monsoon winds, as they reach the coastal regions of India, they get divided into branches 

ie the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal Branch. The monsoon begins around the last week of May 

and hits the Andaman and Nicobar islands. By June beginning, it strikes the mainland and by 10
th

 June 

it reaches Mumbai. Delhi experiences it by the end of June. By the beginning of July the entire country 

experiences the monsoon showers. South India, however receives more rain than the north India. The 

monsoon starts their withdrawal by the last week of August and by October it withdraws from the 

entire country. 

6. Explain how upper air circulation operates as a factor influencing climate of India? 

Ans: the upper air circulates in different patterns on different seasons. The fast blowing winds called 

the Jet streams move in a narrow zone of the upper atmosphere. The westerly jet streams gets divide 

into  two streams after it meets a barrier in the Tibetan Highlands. The southern branch blows in an 

eastward direction south of the Himalayas and causes western disturbances in the northern plains 

during winter. During summer, the westerly jet stream move towards to place itself north of Tien Shan 

in central Asia  and easterly jet stream takes its place to flow over northern India and causes tropical 

depressions low pressure regions over the land.  These depression aid in the distribution of monsoon 

rainfall over whole of India. 

 

 

   


