
Political Science           Class-12 

Chapter-1 (Challenges of Nation Building)  

B. Short Answer Questions 

8. How did Pondicherry (now called Puducherry) merge with India? 

 The Union Territory of Pondicherry (called now Puducherry) comprises the former 

French Establishments (Puducherry, Kariakal, Mahe and Yanam) which lies scattered in 

South India. With India’s independence in 1947, the urge for freedom in the French 

Settlements also became more pronounced. On August 15, 1947 the citizens held a public 

meeting in Puducherry and declared their wish in favour of merger with India. 

 In June 1948 India and France agreed to hold a Referendum in which people were 

to say or not they agreed with Puducherry’s merger with India. But the conditions created 

by some mischievous elements spoiled the possibility of a free and fair poll. In 195, the 

French Government Officially communicated to India that there were difficulties in 

holding a Referendum. Fresh negotiation with the French resulted in a Joint Declaration 

made on October 13, 1954. The defacto transfer of the French settlements to India took 

place on November 1, 1954. But a treaty to this effect (Franco-Indian Treaty) was signed 

in 1956. 

 

9.  What is meant by linguistic reorganization of States? Name the first state to be formed on 

the basis of language? 

    Linguistic reorganization of States means that reorganization of States should take 

place along linguistic lines. 

    Andhra Pradesh was the first state to be formed on the basis of language. 

 

10. When and by whom was the ‘Tryst with Destiny’ speech, delivered? This speech includes 

a phrase ‘the service of India’. What do these words refer to in this speech? 

    On 14 August 1947, the ‘Tryst with Destiny’ speech was delivered by Jawaharlal 

Nehru. 

    ‘Service of India’ means the service of millions who suffers and also means the 

ending of poverty, ignorance, disease and inequality of opportunity. 

 

C.  Very short answer questions 

 

11. To whom should the credit for bringing Princely States within Indian Union go? Or Who 

played the historic role in the integration of Princely states? 

 The credit for bringing the Princely States within the Indian Union goes to Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel. 

 



12. There are people who are demanding separate States for different regions of the country.   

Name any one state for which such a demand is being made? 

 Vidarbha to be carved out of Maharashtra. 

   

13. Name the two provinces which were also divided in the course of the partition of India? 

 The two provinces which were also divided in the course of the partition of India were 

Bengal and Punjab. 

 

14. According to Mahatma Gandhi, the day India attained her independence (15 August, 

1947? Was “a day of rejoicing as well as mourning”. Why did he say so? 

 According to Mahatma Gandhi the day India attained her independence was “a day of 

rejoicing as well as mourning” because though the country was free, the long cherished 

dream of Indian unity lay shattered. The cost of human life had been enormous in the 

wake of partition of India. 

 

15. Name the original State from which the following States were carved out? 

    (a) Gujarat = Bombay 

 (b) Meghalaya = Assam 

 

16. What was the most important recommendation of the States Reorganization Commission? 

 The most important recommendation of the States Reorganization Commission was 

reorganization of boundaries of States along linguistic lines. 

  

  

 

            

 


