
Alternative English 

1.Unlucky Thirteen 

 

Comprehension 

1 . Answer the following questions. 

a) Where were the boys going? 

Ans: The boys were going home. 

b) What were they chatting about? 

Ans: They were chatting about cricket. 

c) Did the boys ever get in trouble for 

talking too much? 

Ans: Yes , the boys often got into 

trouble for talking too much . In the 

class , the teacher often told them to be 

quiet. 

d) What was Mohan’s dog called and why 

? 

Ans: Mohan’s dog was called Cheetah 

because the dog zoomed around at 

great speed. 



e) What did Velu think the dog was called? 

Ans: Velu thought the dog was called 

Cheater. 

f) What sounds did the boys hear? 

Ans: The boys heard voices shouting  

the number ' thirteen.’ 

g) What did Velu say about the number ' 

thirteen'? 

Ans: Velu said that 'thirteen'  is an 

unlucky number. 

h) What did Mohan say about passing 

under  ladders? 

Ans: Mohan said that walking under the 

ladders is also unlucky because 

something dropped on somebody’s 

head. 

I)What or who do you think was on the 

other side of the wall? 

Ans: Children  were playing  on the 

other side of the wall. 



J ) What happened to Velu and why? 

Ans: Velu was drenched in coloured 

water and he tumbled to the ground . 

He turned out to be Unlucky! 

K ) How many people had got drenched 

that day? 

Ans: Thirteen people had got drenched 

that day. 

L) Who do you think we’re these people 

who were playing these tricks and why? 

Ans: These people were some local  

naughty children playing  tricks   to have 

fun at others' expense on Holi. 

 

3 . Answer the questions about this line 

from the story. 

‘Of course , I can hear that!’ Velu said , 

giggling. 



a) What was it that Velu heard? 

Ans: Velu heard  voices shouting the 

number ‘thirteen.’ 

b) Why did Velu giggle? 

Ans: Velu giggled because he was 

pretending. 

c) How did the boys speak after this? 

Ans: The boys spoke softly after this. 

d) What did Velu say after this about the 

word they had heard? 

Ans: Velu said that ‘thirteen is an 

unlucky number. 

 

 

    


