
CHAPTER 3 – FIBRE TO FABRIC

A.
i. MULTIPLE CHOICE ANSWER

1. (b)         2. (d)           3. (c)        4. (d)         5. (b)         6.(b) 
ii. Fill in the blanks

1. Fibres        2.  Synthetic     3. Wool     4.  Sheared     5. Angora rabbit    6. Angora goat
iii. True or false

1. True          2. True       3. True     4. True     5. True 
B. Short type answers I

1. Fibres are thin elongated stringy natural, man-made or manufactured filament used to make 
clothes.

2. The two main kinds of fibres are natural fibres and synthetic or man-made fibres.
3. Plants like cotton, jute hemp and liner are some of the sources of natural fibres.
4. Some animals that yield wool are alpaca, llama, camel, angora rabbit, angora goat and 

sheep.
5. The animal that is mostly used to obtain wool is sheep.
6. The process of rearing of  silkworms for the production of raw silk is called sericulture.
7. Cocoon is a kind of silky envelop spun by the larvae of many insects to protect pupas from 

spiders and to protect eggs
C. SHORT TYPE ANSWER II 

1. The process of removing of coat by cutting off closely from a sheep’s body is called shearing. 
During the production of wool, shearing is done with the help of very sharp blades that are 
run close to the skin of the sheep to remove the coat of wool.

2. Cocoons are boiled in hot water to kill the worms and loosen the filaments, which also lets 
the cocoon float freely. The filament from several cocoons are then reeled off together to 
make strong threads. 

3.  The technique and process of sericulture were guarded secrets and closely controlled by 
Chinese authorities in order to keep their monopoly on silk production.

4. After a silk worm matures into an adult moth, it comes out of the cocoon by making a hole 
into it. This cuts the spiral-shaped cocoons into small pieces which becomes useless for fibre 
making. The complete thread, obtained from an intact cucoons, yields the best quality silk, 
called reeled silk.

5. The small pieces from the broken cocoons are processed further to get a single long thread 
of lower quality. The silk thus obtained from such cucoons is called raw silk.

6. The workers in silk worm industries suffer from different health problems. They suffer 
mainly from skin diseases and other infections, and various respiratory diseases, like 
bronchitis, asthma, etc. they are also the victim of common cold, cough, muscular pain, 
headache, body ache, etc

D. LONG TYPE ANSWER
1. Animal fibres are natural fibres that consist largely of particular proteins. Instances are silk, 

hair/fur and feathers. Not all animal fibres have the same properties, and  even within a 



species the fibre is not consistent with animal fibres, and natural fibres in general, the 
individual fibres look different, whereas all synthetic fibres look the same.

2. (i). During the boiling of cocoons, workers should wear gloves to protect them selves from 
dissolved harmful products.
(ii). Since the workers have to remain continuously in vapour containing harmful substances, 
they can wear mask in protection from respiratory problem.

3. The process of producing wool  involves a few critical steps, like shearing, sorting, combing, 
cleaning and scouring, carding and spanning before the wool can be turned into fabric. 
Shearing is the first step in wool production which relates to the removing of the coat of 
wool from the sheep’s body. Sorting also called grading, is the second step, in which the 
wool is divided into sections and graded by quality. Combing is the next step in which the 
wool is combed to pull the fibres into alignment and to remove chunks of materials which 
might catch into it. To remove the contaminants, the wool is then scoured in a series of 
alkaline baths containing water, soap and soda ash or a similar alkali. After that, the fleece is 
carded and passed through a series of metal teeth that straighten and blend the threads 
into silver. Finally, the silver is spunned into thread or yarn for weaving, crocheting or 
knitting. 


