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Subject: History                                             Chapter-5 

Class: 12                  RELATIONS: THE AIN -I - AKBARI AGRARIAN 

 

A. Very short answer type questions  

 

1. Who was the writer of Ain -i- Akbari? 

Ans: Abul Fazal  

 

2. Name the scholar who translated Ain - i - Akbari from Persian to english 

Ans: Henry Blochman.  

3. Name any two sources of information of the land revenue system of Mughals. 

Ans: Jabalkal-i-Akbari and Ain- i - Akbari.  

4. What reform mas made by the Akbar in the unit of measurement of land?  

Ans: Akbar introduced a new type of measuring land called Tanab, a yard of 41 digits with two 

rings on both the sides of a jarib a bamboo to measure the land called under cultivation. 

5. What were the features of Polaj-land?  

Ans: The features of Polaj - land were Polaj, which was annually cultivated for each crop in 

summer and was never allowed to be followed. This was land under continuous cultivation 

and yield revenue from year to year. 

6. What were the features of Chachar land? 

Ans: Chachar was allowed to remain followed for about four years to recuperate.  
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B. Short Answer Type Questions.  

 

1. Describe the nature and contents of the book Ain-i-Akbari 

Ans: Refer Essay Type Question no.2 

2. Describe the role played by the women in agricultural production.  

Ans: Women were involved in the agricultural process in the form of sowing, threshing, 

weeding, winnowing etc. Women also played an important role in artisanal tasks like 

spinning yarns, shifting and kneading clay for pottery and embroidery. The peasant and to 

the artisan women worked not only in the fields but also went to the houses of their 

employers or to the markets. Women were considered as an important resource in the 

Agrarian society because they were child bearers in a society dependent on labour. 

However, there were high mortality rate among women because of malnutrition and death 

during child birth. Since women were a productive force, marriages in peasant and artisan’s 

community required payment of bride - price rather than dowry to the bride’s family. 

Remarriages of women were also allowed. Women in the landed gentry were allowed to 

inherit a property and even become Zamindar. They were free to sell as well as mortgage 

their property.  

3. What are the problems in using the Din as a resource for reconstructing agrarian history?  

Ans: The problems in using the Din as a resource for reconstructing agrarian history are:  

i. The summarized version of history of the rulers of Mughal India and also Bengal are 

not dependable.  

ii. The datas were not collected uniformly from all the provinces.  

iii. The list of prices and images given in the Ain-i Akbari were data mainly pertaining to 

the areas in and around Agra only. 

iv. There were numerous totaling errors.  

Historians deal with the situation by referring to other books and literary works by 

contemporary historians other than An-i-1 Akbari. 
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4. Describe briefly the system of assessment of land during the reign of Akbar.  

Ans: Having estimated the average produce, it was necessary to fix the state demand in cash or 

we can say in fixed cash rates. The assessment was done by the Alamguzar, his assistant. 

Alamguzar and other revenue officials on the basis of the record maintained by the 

Bitikichi, Quanungos and Patwari did the assessment. Besides the average produce per 

bigha, other circumstances were also taken into consideration, e... access to water, 

sanitation, etc. Great care was taken to apportion the different descriptions among the 

peasantry in such a way as to give benefit to all. After taking all these factors into 

consideration, the state would charge one-third of the average produce as state's share from 

Polaj and Parati lands. In case of the Chachar and Banjar, the Government charged very 

little in the first few years and it was from the fifth year onwards that the state demanded 

one-third.  

For example, in case of Banjar when land was cultivated for the first year, the state charged 

1/26th a year and then in the following four years the state demand was increased gradually 

in the following manner:  

2nd year 1/13 

3rd year 2/13 

4th year 3/13 

5th year 1/3 

And in the case of a piece of Chachar, when land was cultivated for the first time, the state 

demand for the first year was 1/15 and then in the following four years the state demand 

was gradually increased in this manner.  

2nd year 2/15 

3rd year 3/15 

4th year 4/15 

5th year1/3 
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5. To what extent is it possible to characterize agricultural production in the 16th and 17th 

centuries as subsistence agriculture? Give reasons in support of your answer. 

Ans: During the 16th and 17th centuries as in the past, India remained i pre-dominantly an 

agricultural country. It was the main source of the income of the people. The prosperity and 

happiness of the people depended upon the production of the land and the share the 

produce which they were allowed to keep for themselves after paying a share to their 

rulers. During the Mughal rule when the forms of productive organization and property 

relations were not well organized the village was the unit a production. The rulers and the 

peasants were primarily concerned with the produce of the land. The concept of ownership 

of property did not bother them much, although in law, the emperors continued to be 

regarded as the owner of land. At the same time, peasants had the undisputed right of 

possession of this cultivated land till they continued to pay certain share of their produce to 

the Jagirdar for the collectors of the revenues of the Government.  

 

6. Write a note on the relation of the peasants with the government during the reign of Akbar. 

Ans: The government collected revenue through its officials called Amil who was assisted by the 

Bitikchi, the Potalar , Qanungo, the Patwari and Muqaddams. The Ain- i - Akbari revealed 

that the peasant looked upon as an object of tender care and sympathy. In times of drought, 

advances were made to the cultivators and public works were constructed to afford relief to 

the poor. Remissions were also made and there is a sikh tradition that Akbar once 

remmitterd the revenue of the Punjab at the insistence of Sikh Guru Arjun Dev. The 

collection was ordered to collect the revenue in an amicable manner. The peasant would 

pay his rent into the treasury himself and the treasurer was not to demand a single extra 

coin. The Paturi  was to give a detailed receipt stating the amount of rent and the name of 

that village to which the cultivator belonged.  
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C. Essay Type Questions 

 

1. To what extend do you think caste is a factor in influencing social and economic relations 

in Agrarian society? 

 Ans: There were deep inequalities on the basis of caste and other class like distinctions in rural 

society. Although there were abundance of cultivable land, certain caste groups were 

assigned menial (Majur) the tasks with made them poor. Such groups must have comprised 

a large section of the village population. They had the least resources and their position was 

much like the Dalits of modern India. Such distinctions were also found in other 

communities as well. In muslim communities, menials like the halalkhoram were made to 

live outside the boundaries of the village. Similarly, the Mallahzadas were treated like 

slaves.  

The social status at the lower level of society was directly released to caste and 

poverty. But such correlations were not so marked at intermediate levels. The records of 

Marwar of the 17th century mention Rajputs as peasants sharing the same space as the Jats 

who were assigned a lower status in the caste hierarchy because of profitability of cattle 

rearing and horticulture. In the eastern regions of the country, intermediate pastoral and 

fishing castes like the Sadgops and Kaivartas required higher status of peasants.  

 

2. Give the features of the work Ain-i- Akbari. Describe its importance.  

Ans: Ain-i-Akbari is the most important book the study a structure of agrarian relations in the 

16th and 17th century in India. It was originally the third volume of the Akbarnamah of 

Abul Fazal, the court historian of Akbar. Ain-i-Akbari embodies aims or rules as framed 

and put into effect for proper administration by Akbar. It is a book on the working of 

administration like a modern gazetteer. The manuscript was revised by the author, Abul 

Fazal five times. It suggests a high degree of caution on the part of the author and a search 

for true information. He cross-checked oral testimonies and verified before placing them in 

the chronicle. 
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Though Ain-i-Akbari was a part of the Akbar Nama, it is a voluminous, work. It was edited 

by Henry Blochman and published by the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta (Kolkata) in 

1873. A number of regulations given in the Ain-i-Akbari provide us information about 

Akbar's government departments, its different ranks, etc. The Ain is made up of five books 

called Daftars. These books tell us about the people engaged in different trades and are 

described side by side with imperial establishments, nobles, grandees, imperial officials 

and mansabdars of the empire. Even harem, kitchen and dishes, perfumes, animals like 

horse and elephant, harvests of spring and autumn, vegetables have be discussed. In the 

Ain-i-Akbari, Abul Fazal also discusses the social conditions, literature, law and 

philosophy not only of Muslims but also of local Hindus, Jains and other religious sects. It 

also gives accounts of distinguish travellers, Muslim saints and Sufis. The book also 

contains a collection of Akbar's auspicious sayings. 

The Ain-i-Akbari is a valuable source of information for the reconstruction of the 

history of Bengal. The account of Suba of Bengal is divided in different parts. The first part 

gives the history and geography the Suba. The second part discusses agriculture and 

industrial products, fauna and flora of the 19 Sarkars which the Suba of Bengal was 

divided. For the first time in historical annals, we get information that the Suba was divided 

into 19 Sarkars and that each Sarkar was divided into parganas or mahals, and that the 

government received more than one crore rupees as revenue every year. The geographical 

survey of the Mughal empire and statistical details of each of the provinces and particularly 

of Bengal are significant aspects of Ain-i-Akbari. The book is, in fact, a unique compilation 

of rules of system of administration and control over all departments of government of the 

great Mughal ruler Akbar. 

 

3. Discuss the method of assessment and collection of the land revenue introduced by Akbar. 

Ans: Having estimated the average produce, it was necessary to fix the state demand in cash or 

we can say in fixed cash rates. The assessment was done by the Alamguzar, his assistant. 

Alamguzar and other revenue officials on the basis of the record maintained by the 

Bitikichi, Quanungos and Patwari did the assessment. Besides the average produce per 

bigha, other circumstances were also taken into consideration, e... access to water, 
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sanitation, etc. Great care was taken to apportion the different descriptions among the 

peasantry in such a way as to give benefit to all. After taking all these factors into 

consideration, the state would charge one-third of the average produce as state's share from 

Polaj and Parati lands. In case of the Chachar and Banjar, the Government charged very 

little in the first few years and it was from the fifth year onwards that the state demanded 

one-third.  

For example, in case of Banjar when land was cultivated for the first year, the state charged 

1/26th a year and then in the following four years the state demand was increased gradually 

in the following manner:  

2nd year 1/13 

3rd year 2/13 

4th year 3/13 

5th year 1/3 

And in the case of a piece of Chachar, when land was cultivated for the first time, the state 

demand for the first year was 1/15 and then in the following four years the state demand 

was gradually increased in this manner.  

2nd year 2/15 

3rd year 3/15 

4th year 4/15 

5th year1/3 

Collection of Revenue: 

The revenue was collected twice a year. First at the time when the Rabi crop was 

harvested and secondly at the time when the Kharif crop was ready. The village headman 

called Muqaddam, helped the Amalouzar and his subordinates such as Potdars in the 

collection. Muqaddam received 2 ½ per cent as his commission. At the time of collection, 

the general instructions of the Emperor to the revenue officer was first to collect the arrears 

and then the demand of the season. These officers were instructed to deal kindly with the 
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cultivators and “not to extend the hand of demand out of season”. In order to check the 

rapacity of the revenue officials, the state had instituted the system of “Patta" and 

"Qabuliyat". The Potar, i.e., the treasurer was also required to issue official receipt for the 

revenue received.  

The above system of land settlement was called the Zabti system. It prevailed in 

the Subas of Bihar, Allahabad, Multan, Awadh, Agra, Malwa, Delhi, Lahore and in certain 

parts of Ajmer and Gujarat. The Ain-i-Akbari speaks definitely of three systems under the 

names of Gallabaksh, Zabti and Nasa. The Gallabaksh was the old Indian system of 

assessment. This was dividing the crop after it had been cut. This system prevailed in 

Thatta and parts of the Subas of Kabul and Kashmir. Nasq was another important system of 

land revenue which was prevailing in some provinces of Akbar's empire like Bengal 

including Orissa, the whole of Berar and Kashmir. Under Akbar's successors, it prevailed 

in a few more provinces. It was a Ryotwari rather than a Zamindari arrangement. In this 

system there was no intermediary between the Ryots and the state. There were also some 

other systems of sharing the produce. The Batai or Bhaoili system prevailed in Thatta and 

Kandhar in Akbar's times. There was another method Kankut which means determining the 

share through a rough estimate of standing crops and on this general estimate the state 

demanded its share. None of these systems had the same elaborate organisation as the Zabti 

system which prevailed in the greater part of the empire. 

 

4. How were the lives of forests dwellers transformed in the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries? 

Ans: In the medieval period, dense forests (Jungals) or scrubland (Kharbandi) existed all over 

eastern India central India, northern India, Jharkhand and in the Deccan plateau. It is 

estimated that an all India average of forest cover was 40 per cent .The contemporary texts 

use the term Jangli for the forest dwellers. The term described those whose livelihood came 

from the gathering of forest produce, hunting and shifting agriculture. The state considered 

the forests a place of refuge for trouble makers 
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The people from outside started entering the forest in different ways that greatly 

affected the lives of the forest dwellers. For instance, the state needed elephants for the 

army. So the Peshkash received from forest people often included a specified number of 

elephants. An important factor that affected the lives of those who lived in the forests was 

the spread of commercial agriculture. Forests products like honey, beeswax and gum lac 

were in great demand. In the seventeenth century, some items such as gum, lac began to be 

exported from India. Elephants were also captured from the forests and sold in the plains. 

Some social factors also brought changes in the lives of forest people.  

Like influential and powerful men in the village community, the forest tribes also had their 

chieftains. Many tribal chiefs became Zamindars, some even rose to be kings. They had to 

build up an army for this purpose. They recruited from their lineage, groups or asked their 

fraternity to provide military service. Thus the transition from a tribal to a monarchical 

system had fully developed by the 16th century. The Akbari mentions the existence of 

tribal kingdoms in the north-east India. The kings resorted to use of to subjugate the tribals. 

The forest zones were also influenced by new cultural influences. Some scholars are of the 

view that sufi saints played a significant role in the conversion of agricultural communities 

to Islam in newly colonised areas. 

5. Describe the history of famines in India during the 16
th

 and 17
th

 centuries. What measures 

were taken by the Mughal rulers to ameliorate the condition of the peasants? 

Ans: Famines were frequent in the 16th and the 17th centuries. A famine broke out in the 

neighborhood of Agra and Bayana in 1551-1556 which rendered the whole countryside 

desert. In 1573-74 serious famine occurred in Gujarat and was followed by epidemics. 

Prices rose high and the people suffered grievously. In 1585, broke out another terrible 

famine which lasted for three years. The streets were bio in with dead bodies.  

Akbar was the first ruler to start relief measures to famine stricken areas and an 

officer was appointed by him for this purpose. Grain was supplied free from the imperial 

granaries. But the state help was hardly enough to mitigate the sufferings of the people. No 

serious famine occurred in Jahangir's reign, though there was deficiency of rain in his time. 

During the reign of Shah Jahan, however, broke out the most serious famine in the central 
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parts of India during the year 1630-31. Abdul Hamid Lahori describes the horrors of the 

famines. The number of the dying caused obstructions on the roads and every man whose 

sufferings did not terminate in death and who retained the power to move, wandered off to 

the towns and villages of other countries.  

S.M. Jaffar holds that during Akbar's rule whenever a famine broke out, State 

assistance was given to the famine stricken and grain was supplied free from the imperial 

granary. State hospitals and alms-houses were established in important quarters for the sick 

and the poor. Large Khanqahs or charitable establishments, further helped the state in the 

administration of relief and the testimony of the foreign travellers show that at these 

Khanqahas hundreds of men were fed freely with all the solicitude of the side the horrors of 

famine were great and alarming because of the imperfect means of communication and 

transportation. The fact, however, remains that the Mughal Government was alive to its 

duty of combating this calamity, or at least mitigating its horrors. 

6. Examine the role played by Zamindars in Mughal India. 

Ans: The Zamindars were a class of land owners who lived off agriculture but did not take part 

in the process of agricultural production. They enjoyed certain social and economic 

privileges because of their superior status in the rural society. It was an important factor 

which gave an elevated status to them. Another important factor was that they performed 

some services for the rulers. They could collect revenue on behalf of the state. They were 

compensated for this service financially. The Zamindars also controlled military resources. 

Most of the Zamindars had fortresses, armed contingents including units of infantry, 

cavalry and artillery. This further strengthened their position.  

 The powerful military chiefs dispossessed the weaker sections of the society of 

their lands, this very often led to the expansion of Zamindari system. The Zamindars began 

the process of colonisation of agricultural land. They helped in settling the cultivators by 

providing them with the means of cultivation. They also advanced them cash loans. The 

purchase and sale of Zamindaris accelerated the process of monetisation in the rural areas. 

The Zamindars also sold the produce from their personal lands (Milkiyat). It is proved by 

the fact that the Zamindars often established markets (hatts).  


