
CHAPTER-1 

THE STORY OF THE FIRST CITIES: HARAPPAN ARCHAEOLOGY 

Very Short Answer Questions 

1. What is ‘Gully’? 

 A gully is a long narrow valley with steep sides. 

2. Write the age of early Harappan Phase. 

 2800-2600 BC. 

3. When did Sri M.S Vats begin excavation at Harappa? 

 Sri M.S. Vats began his excavation at Harappa in 1921. 

4. What is Mound? 

 It is a pile of earth, stone, debris etc. It is a large and rather untidy pile of objects. It is like 

a small hill. 

5. What do you know about ‘Stratigraphy’? 

 It is a study of layers. Generally the lowest layers are the oldest and the highest are the 

most recent. 

6. Define Artefact. 

 An object made by a person, for example a tool or an ornament. 

Short Answer Type Questions-1 

1. Why is Indus valley civilisation called the Harappan Civilisation? 

 Indus valley civilisation is called the Harappan Civilisation because the city of Harappa 

which is located in Sahiwal district of Pakistan was the first sight to be discovered by the 

archaeologists.  

2. Give the names of the archaeologists who made  excavations at Harappa between 1920-25. 

 The archaeologists who made  excavations at Harappa between 1920-25 were Alexander 

Cunningham, Rakhal Das Bannerjee, Daya Ram Sahni, Sir John Marshall and Madho 

Sarup Vats.  

3. Name any four cities of the Harappan civilization discovered by the archaeologists. 

 The four cities of the Harappan civilization discovered by the archaeologists were: 

a) Harappa 

b) Mohenjodaro 



c) Lothal 

d) Kalibangan 

4. Who excavated the sites of city of Amri? What do we know about this city? 

 J.M Casal a French archaeologists excavated the city of Amri.  

Amri was a flourishing city dating back to 4000 years ago and is situated on the right 

bank of the river Indus, some 160 Km south of Mohenjodaro.  

5. What do you know about the Saddle Querns? 

 Saddle Querns is a kind of hand operated mill for grinding corn. They were roughly made 

of hard gritty rock or sand stone and their bases are usually convex, they must have been 

in the earth or mud to prevent their rocking. Two main types of Querns have been 

discovered by the archaeologists i.e, the first type had another smaller stone to push or 

roll to and fro and the other type had an additional stone which was used for pounding 

spices and herbs and are called ‘curry stones’.   

6. Name the places from which Harappan procured raw material for the production of 

artefacts.  

 The Harappans procured raw materials for the production of artefacts from settlements 

such as Nageshwar (Gujarat) and Balakot (Pakistan) for shells, semi-precious stones of 

Lapis lazuli from Shortughai in Afghanistan , Carnelian from Lothal, Steatite from 

Rajasthan and North Gujarat, Metals from Rajasthan.   

Short Answer Type Questions- II 

1. Describe the story of discovery of Harappa in the 19
th

 Century.  

 Refer to Long Answer Type Questions-I (Q.1). 

2. Describe the similarities between the city of Harappa and the city of Mohenjodaro. 

 The similarities between the city of Harappa and the city of Mohenjodaro are: 

a) Both Harappa and Mohenjodaro were extremely beautiful, big and were flourishing 

cities.  

b) In both this cities there were citadels, great path and were surrounded by fortified 

walls. 

c) Remains like ruins of large buildings, weapons, household implements, ornaments, 

pottery, toys, metals, seals and stones figures were found in both cities. 

d) Well planned road and drainage system were discovered in bothe cities. 

e) Bothe the cities represent a well organised urban settlement. 

3. Would you agree that the drainage system in Harappan cities indicated town planning? 

Give reasons for your answer.  

 It can be agreed that the drainage system in Harappan cities indicate town planning, 



The drainage system was a special feature of the Indus valley civilisation. The drains in 

the Harappan cities were well planned with smaller drain in the residential areas which 

were attached to the main drains that runs below the streets. The drains were made of 

bricks, mortar, gypsum and lime and were covered with lids made of bricks and stones 

which could be easily lifted for cleaning.  

Pits were also provided at either side of the street for disposal of sewages. These 

systematic planning of the drains indicates town planning by an authority and also shows 

a developed sense of health and sanitation. This underground drainage system of 

Harappan civilisation was unique and remarkable.  

4. What do you know about the citadels in the Harappan towns? 

 The Harappan settlements had small citadels which were built at the height and they were 

separated from the lower town. It was in the citadels that the structure like the Great Bath, 

Ware house were built. Therefore the citadel area may have been used for religious and 

governmental purposes. The lower structure of the citadel were built with bricks while 

the other portion was probably build of woods which decayed long years ago.  

5. How do archaeologists trace socio-economic differences in Harappan society? What are 

the differences that they notice? 

 Archaeologists traced socio-economic differences in Harappan societies by studying the 

burials and also by broadly classifying the artefacts into utilitarian and luxury goods. 

It has been observed that the archaeologists that the burials of the wealthy class was 

more elaborate and even the grave goods consisted of expensive and more artefacts like 

jewelleries, semi-precious stones and gold, etc ; whereas, the burials of the less privileged 

class were more simple and less expensive. Thus by  studying this variation the 

archaeologist can have an idea of the socio economic differences in the Harappan society. 

6. What do you know about the gateways of the Harappan cities? 

 It has been revealed by excavations at the Harappan cities like Mohenjodaro, Harappa, 

Kalibangan, Dholavira etc that there were large gateways at every entry point of the city. 

Gateways were found even in the inner fortification areas as well. A large inscription was 

found near the main gateways of Dholavira. The letters of the inscription are the largest 

examples of writing ever discovered close to the main gateway of any Harappan city. 

These sign board was mounted above the gateway and it must have been visible from a 

long distance from the town.   

Long Answer Type Questions- I 

1. Describe the story of discovery of Harappan Civilisation upto the present times.  

 In 1856, when the British were building the Lahore to Multan railway, they needed 

ballast and they found it in the form of finely baked bricks of Harappa-millions of them. 

It was only in 1872 that notice was taken of the mounds which stood 14 to 18 metres 

above the level of the fields. It was in 1920-1921 that R.D. Banerji, in the course of 



excavation work on a Buddhist Stupa that stood at Mohenjodaro in Sindh (now in 

Pakistan), discovered bricks of an unknown type which led to the identification of this 

ancient civilisation in Indian history. About the same time R.B. Daya Ram Sahni 

discovered similar remains at Harappa in Montgomery district now called Sahiwal 

(Pakistan). Later on Sir John Marshall, the Director General of Archaeological Survey of 

India, personally took up this work and announced in 1924 that about 5000 years ago, a 

rich and highly developed civilisation flourished in the valley of Indus. Marshall 

excavated along the regular horizontal units, measured uniformly throughout the mound, 

ignoring the stratigraphy of the site.  

Since the 1980s, the international interest in the Harappan archaeology has been 

increasing. Specialists from many countries have been jointly working at both Harappa 

and Mohenjodaro. They are using modern techniques of research including surface 

exploration to recover traces of clay, stone, metal, plant and animal remains as well as to 

minutely analyse every scrap of every available evidence. It is hoped that these 

exploration will yield good result in future.  

The traces of the Indus valley civilisation are found in the ruins of Mohenjodaro, Amri 

(on the right bank of Indus in Sindh), Kot Diji (on the left) and way up in the plains of the 

Punjab near the city of Montgomery (now called Sahiwal), the remains of Harappa.  

2. Discuss the functions that may have been performed by rulers in Harappan society. 

 Since no written records are available nothing much is known about the political 

organisation of the Indus people. However the systematic planning of Harappan towns, 

the drainage system shows the existence of the authority to control the maintenance of the 

cities. Even the regulations of both internal and external traits also show the presence of 

the ruling authority. But the scholars differ in their opinion on the nature and organization 

of Harappan polity.  

Some scholars opined that there could have been Kings in the Harappan civilisation by 

labelling large buildings found in Mohenjodaro as a palace. More over some scholars 

says that the priests king ruled the Harappan state. However it is not clear whether the 

priest king performed religious ceremony or held political power. 

Another view was that Harappans might have been ruled by a republican form of 

government or by a representative ruler as evident by a highly centralised administrative 

structure where the providence like Sindh, Punjab, East Baluchistan and Kathiawar were 

connected and placed under the control of a single administration. Moreover the 

uniformity of culture as shown by the pattern of town planning and construction, similar 

type of script and measures also reveal a well-planned organisation under a strict 

authority. Another view given by scholars was that the Indus valley was a big empire 

with Harappa and Mohenjodaro as the two important centres. According to them, for 

administrative purposes Harappa governed the Northern portion while Mohenjodaro the 

Southern portion. Therefore, it seems that probably there was an organisation like the 

municipal cooperation to look after the civic amnesties of the people. But there is no clear 

evidence regarding the political organisation of the Indus people.     



3. Analyse the archaeological report on Harappan sites. 

 The archaeological opine that this is one of the sites where an entire sequence has been 

discovered that spans the history for Indus cities. Unlikely the equally important site of 

Mohenjodaro to the south, where baked brick buildings provide an impressive site of 

urban architecture, drains and wells, the ancient mounds of Harappa are characterised by 

imposing erosion guillies, piles of brick rubble and fragmentary walls. Excavations in the 

1920s and 1930s by Sir John Marshall, R.D. Banerji and Daya Ram Sahni exposed large 

areas of the urban occupation, but found only more extensive evidence of the intensive 

brick robbing during the construction of Lahore Multan railway in 1856. The architecture 

of the city planning of Harappa was similar to that of Mohenjodaro and the varieties of 

artefacts recovered from the excavations confirmed that these two sites represented the 

same cultural tradition which has come to be known as the Harappan phase of the Indus 

Valley Civilisation. 

Recent excavations by the Harappa Archaeological Research Project have been able to 

build on these earlier studies to define at least five major periods of development given 

below. The five periods represent a continuous process of cultural development where 

new aspects of culture are balanced with long term continuities and linkages in many 

crafts and artefact styles. 

Period Era Years 

Period- 1 

Period- 2 

Period- 3A 

Period- 3B 

Period- 3C 

Period- 4 

Period- 5 

Ravi aspect of the Hakra Phase 

Kot Diji (Early Harappa) phase 

Harappa Phase A 

Harappa Phase B 

Harappa Phase C 

Harappa/Late Harappa Transitional 

Late Harappa Phase 

c. 3300 BC- c. 2800 BC 

c. 2800 BC-c.  2600 BC 

c. 2600 BC- c. 2450 BC 

c. 2450 BC- c. 2200 BC 

c. 2200 BC-c. 1900 BC 

c. 1900 BC- c. 1800 BC 

c. 1800 BC(?)-<1300 

BC 

  

4. Describe the extend of Harappan Civilisation. 

 At the time of partition of India in August 1947, only 40 settlements belonging to this 

civilisation had been discovered. But the researchers carried out by the archaeologists 

have altered the picture completely. Now about 1400 settlements belonging to different 

phases of this culture are known as Indian sub-continent in terms of political boundaries 

of present time, of these sites nearly 925 settlements are in India and 475 in Pakistan. 

This ancient civilisation, like any other, cannot properly be studied on the basis of its 

present day political boundaries so far are distributed over a wide geographical area.  

Besides Mohenjodaro and Harappa, the remains of this civilisation have been 

discovered at a large number of places in Sindh and in Baluchistan . A ruined city was 

discovered at Lothal in the state of Gujarat in India. Another buried city was excavated at 

Kalibangan in Ganganagar district of Rajasthan. Many more townships have been 

discovered at Kotla Nihang Khan near Ropar, at Ucha Pind Sanghol in Fatehgarh Sahib 

district in Punjab, Alamgirpur in U.P., Banawali in Hissar district of Haryana, 



Sutkagendor on the east coast of Baluchistan (Pakistan) and the valleys of Narmada and 

Tapti and Manda (Akhnoor district of Jammu and Kashmir).  

About 1100 (80 per cent) settlements are located on the vast plains between the Indus 

and the Ganges, comprising mainly of the Saraswati river which became dry long time 

ago and about 250 settlements are found beyond Saraswati system, a number of them in 

Gujarat and a few in Maharashtra.  

5. Describe the history of early urban centres of the Harappan Civilisation. 

 Urbanisation was achieved by the Harappan civilisation in the end of the 3
rd

 millennium 

BC on the Indian suncontinent. Traces of many flourishing cities dating back four to five 

thousand years were found between Harappa and Mohenjodaro. One such city was Amri 

which is situated on the Right bank of river Indus some 160km south of Mohenjodaro 

situated on the left bank of river Indus was one of the earliest fortified cities surrounded 

with a wall of 4 or 5 metres high. The two most important cities of the Harappan 

civilisation were that of Mohenjodaro and Harappa which were similar to each other in 

planning with fortification walla, watch towers for defensive purposes. However, it had 

lofty fortified citadels and low lying cities with public and private buildings, potteries, 

seals, etc were found in the cities.  

Some of the sites like Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Ganweriwala, Kakhigarhi, Kalibangan 

and Dholavira can be classified as large cities as evident from their large structural 

remains. Each of these cities were surrounded by vast agricultural lands, rivers and 

forests that were inhabited by scattered farming and pastoral communities and bands of 

hunters, food-gatherers.  

Town planning was an essential characteristic feature of urbanisation. Excavations 

revealed that the overall lay out of the Harappa civilisation was distinguished by the 

orientation of the streets and buildings in the East-West, North-South direction. 

Settlement planning was already well established in earlier periods which is shown by 

excavations at the Kot-Diji, Kalibangan, Harappa, etc. The Harappan settlements were 

established along a grid where large streets run from North to South and East-west with 

fortification all around. Excavations also revealed that many Harappan settlements also 

had a series of wall sectors or sounds and had a large gateway at every entry point of 

cities. Gateways were also found in the inner fortification areas.  

6. Discuss how archaeologists reconstruct the past. 

 The archaeologists try to recast or reconstruct the Harappan life or understand ancient 

civilisation with the help of the findings. The first principle of classification is in terms of 

material, such as stone, clay, bone, ivory, etc. The second is to decide whether an artefact 

is a tool or and armament, or both or something for performing some rites or ceremonies. 

Third, the archaeologists also try to identify the function of an artefact by investigating 

the context in which it was found- was it found in a drain, in a grave, in a kin or in a 

house. Fourth, the archaeologists sometimes take recourse to indirect evidence. For 



instance, there are no traces of cotton at some Harappan sites. To find out about clothing, 

they have to depend on indirect evidence including figures engraved on sculptures.  

The archaeologists have to develop ‘frames of reference’. For instance, the first 

Harappan seal that was discovered could not be understood till the archaeologists had a 

context in which to place it. They found their cultural sequence by comparing the seals 

found in Mesopotamia.  

Long Answer Type Questions- II 

1. Describe the causes of decay and disappearance of the Harappan Civilization. What is the 

legacy of this civilisation.  

 There are different views and opinions regarding the process of decay and disappearance 

of the Harappan civilisation because whether theory put forward by various scholars are 

still fully reliable and is still debateable. Therefore the archaeologists have no definite 

answer of how the remarkable civilisation was destroyed. However the following causes 

have been put forward for the decline of the magnificent culture. 

a) Floods: The vagaries of the Indus were largely responsible for the destruction of the 

Indus valley cities. Frequent occurrence of floods in the Indus might have submerged vast 

territories and thus, buried them under thick layers of mud.  

b) Famines: It is possible that the rainfall in Sindh which might have been more plentiful 

than it is now, could have become scanty about 2000 BC and Sindh might have become a 

desert, As a result, the people might have migrated to other areas.  

c) Earthquakes: It is also possible that earthquakes might have brought a havoc in the 

Indus Valley. Vast areas might have been split, thus, destroying the cities.    

d) Changes in the course of river Indus: Abrupt changes in the course of the Indus river 

might have washed away large areas, leading to the destruction of the civilisation. 

e) Evidence of invasions of the Aryans: Probably, the invasions of the Aryans brought 

about the end of the flourishing Indus civilisation because soon after the Harappan culture 

vanished, a warrior race called the Aryans feel upon India. The invaders came through 

the Himalayas, destroyed the culture and subjugated the people of the Indus valley. There 

are some references to this effect in the Vedic Mantras. But the theory is not supported by 

any convincing archaeological evidence.  

f) End of the Harappan State: Some archaeologists are of the view that the Harappan 

culture came to an end. This contributed to the collapse of the entire civilisation. This is 

evident from the disappearance of seals, the script, distinctive beads and pottery, the shift 

from the standard weight system to the use of local weights and the decline and 

abandonment of cities.  

2. What fresh information has been contributed by the excavation during the last fifty years 

about the process involved in urbanisation? 

 Excavation made during the last fifty years shows that the period 2000 BC to 1900 BC 

mark the urbanised phase of the Harappan civilisation. The town planning’s, construction 

of houses, road system, drainage system, technology, trade and commerce were advanced 



and well developed during this period. The presence of unique wealth, objects; indicates 

the socio and  economic stratification in the Harappan civilisation. Moreover the inscript 

seals and other writings on various artefacts pointed out the need of the Harappan people 

to communicate social or ritual status on economic order.     

 

 

 


