
Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds – William Shakespeare

Summary

The sonnet is an attempt to the nature of ideal love (love’s constancy), is set against a sense of
love’s problems (flux and change). The poet express the idea that despite its independence and
physical attraction, true love is not subject to time and that its constancy as a characteristic
attribute endures even when the partner is inconstant or absent.

 I will not permit or raise obstacles in the marriage of people who are truly in love. Love is not
love when it changes when it finds a change in the lover or bends from its path when the lover is
absent or unfaithful. Rather, it is like a fixed mark that cannot be shaken by storms. Love is the
north star which guides all ships and sailors, whose values cannot be measured, although its
attitude can be calculated. Love is not at the mercy of time. Love does not change with the
passage of hour, week or years but endures until the very end of time. If I am proved wrong
above these thoughts of love, then consider that I have never written and no man has never
truly loved.

Exercises

A. 1. 

a) By ‘true minds’ the poet means true love (lovers who love each other truly). 

b) The poet is not ready to admit/allow any kind of hindrances in love because he will not permit
or raise obstacles in the marriage of people who are truly in love .

c) According to the poet, love cannot be altered because love is not love when it changes at any
time or if it allows itself to be changed.

A. 2.

a) Here ‘it’ refers to true love.

b) It is ‘ever – fixed’ because it (true love) is like a fixed mark that cannot be shaken by storms.

c) The phrase ‘wandering bark’ refers to those ships which are out for sailing.

True love is compared to the pole star which is used as a guide by sailors to determine the
direction in which they are sailing just as ‘love’ guides and connects the two lovers.

A. 3.

a) By ‘error’ the poet is referring to his description of the nature of true love.



b) If the poet is proved wrong about these thoughts on love, then consider that he has never
written and no man has ever truly loved .

c) Assignment.

B. 1. Yes, I agree with William Shakespeare’s profound description of love. His sonnet 116 is
about its most ideal form describing his view on love.

The poet praises the glories of lovers who have come to each other freely, and enter into a
relationship based on trust and understanding. The first four lines reveals the poet’s pleasures in
love that is constant and strong and will not alter when its alteration finds.

The following lines proclaim that true love is indeed an ‘ever fixed mark’ which will survive any
crisis. In lines seven and eight, the poet claims that we may be able to measure love to some
degree, but this does not mean we fully understand it. Love’s actual worth cannot be known – it
remains a mystery. The remaining lines nine to twelve, reaffirms the perfect nature of love that
is unshakable throughout time and remains so, ‘even to the edge of doom’. In the final lines, the
poet declares that if he is mistaken about the constant unmovable nature of perfect love, then
there is no such thing as true love and the poet says that neither has he have written nor has
anyone ever experienced true love .

B. 2. William Shakespeare’s idea of true love is clearly elaborated in the sonnet ‘Let Me Not to
the Marriage of True Minds’. The poet begins the poem by stating that he should not stand in
the way of true love. Love cannot be true if it changes anytime or if it allows itself to change.
True love is permanent and it is for eternity. Therefore, time does not have any effect on true
love. The poet is of the opinion that true love cannot change with the change of time or for any
other reason. In conclusion, the poet says that if there is no such thing as love that he has
described then he should be considered that neither he has ever written nor has anyone ever
experienced true love.

B. 3. Through different images, William Shakespeare presented the central idea of the poem ‘Let
Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds’. Some of the images used by the poet to describe true
love are: firstly, a ‘fixed mark’ like a light house that remains unchanged and unshaken by the
storm. Secondly, the ‘north star’ or the ‘pole star’ that guides the sailing ships and sailors at the
sea.

A human being whose physical appearance is changed by the passage of time ‘within his bending
sickle’s compass’ which means like an old man bearing a sickle, who destroys one’s look and
takes away life. Through these different images the poet state that true love is like a fixed mark
considered as a light house. Just as a light house remains unshaken by storms, true love remains
unshaken even in times of emotional upheavals, the north star that guides the ships and the
sailors at the sea is linked to true love because true love guides the lover towards each other.



Further, the poet considered time as an old man bearing a sickle, just as a sickle cuts grass, so
time takes away one’s life. But the poet says that true love is not affected because it is
permanent and last forever.


