
Lord Ullin’s Daughter – Thomas Campbell 

Comprehension  

III.  Read the lines and answer the questions given below.  

1. ‘ Cries, ‘Boatman,  do not tarry!  

And I ‘ll give thee a silver pound 

To row us o’er the ferry! ‘ 

a) Who says these lines and to whom?  

- The Chieftain of Ulva’s Isle said these to the boatman  

b) Where did they want to go?  Why?  

- They wanted to cross Lochgyle to the chieftain’s highland home. 

They wanted escape  Lord Ullin as his horsemen were tracking 

them down.  

c) What is the meaning of ‘tarry’?  

- The meaning of ‘tarry’is delay.  

 

2. ‘His horsemen hardbehind us ride: 

Should they our steps discover,  

Then who will cheer my bonny bride 

When they have slain her lover' 

a)  Whose horsemen were following whom?  

-Lord Ullin’s Horsemen were following Lord Ullin’s daughter and the 

Chieftain of Ulva’s Isle 

                    b) Why were they following them?  

-They had ran away, eloping together and violating the social norms of 

marriage in Scottish society. So,  they were following them to catch 

them and kill the chief of Ulva Isle 

 

What was the speaker’s   concern?  

-The speaker was concerned about his bonny bride and who will 

console her if he died.  

 



d) What is the rhyme scheme of this lines?  

-The rhyme scheme of these lines are /abab 

 

3. ‘ Out spoke the hardy highland wight.  

I’ll go my chief- I’m ready  

It is not for your silver bright,  

But for your winsome lady' 

a)  Who is the speaker?  

- The speaker is the boatman.  

b) Where was he ready to go?  

- He was ready to Lochgyle in the dark weather.  

c) What had been his fear?  

- He feared the dark and stormy weather.  

e)  Why did he agree to go?  

- He agrees to go for the winsome  lady.  

 

4. ‘Come back!  Come back!  He cried in grief 

Across this stormy water 

And I’ll forgive your highland chief 

My daughter – O My daughter! ‘ 

a) What is the mood of the speaker?  

-The mood of the speaker is remorseful.  

b) Why was his mood so?  

-His mood was so because he witnessed his daughter drowning in the 

water.  

         c)  Who was he saying this to?  

             - He was saying this to his  daughter.  

         d) What had happened to them?  

             - They drowned in the water.  
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