
B. Answer the following. 

1. The existing agricultural practices should be changed by adopting the following measures: 

(a)Rotation of crops, i.e. the cultivation of different crops on the same piece of land each year 

during different times. 

(b) Strip cropping or the cultivation of erosion-including crops in rotation and alternation 

with erosion –resisting crops. 

(c)Terrace and contour –bunding involves the construction of banks along the contours across 

the hill slopes. 

(d)Contour ploughing is the cultivation of land along the contour in order to check the flow of 

water, which otherwise can wash away the soil. 

(e)Cover crops are grown in order to cover the bare ground.  Such crops are grown mostly in 

orchard and plantation where the gestation period of tree crops is long. 

2. (i) The demand for freshwater has increased due to population growth. 

(ii) Water shortage is also caused by misuse, over exploitation and contamination of water 

resources. 

(iii)The economic factors, like the cost of supplying water to the dry region also lead to acute 

shortage of freshwater. 

3. We must make proper plans to use the land efficiently. This can be done through: 

1) Checking further speed of deserts. 

2) Adopting scientific technique. 

3) Conserving soil and forest. 

4) Providing irrigation facilities. 

5) Increasing the use of manure and chemical fertilizer. 

6) Afforestation and land reclamation. 

7) Checking overgrazing. 

4. India with its varied rocks, reliefs, climate and vegetation, has a great variety of soil. The   

following types of soil are found in India: 

i) Alluvial Soil: The deposition of sediment by the rivers. Alluvial soil is very fertile and 

support agriculture. 

ii) Black Soil: Black soil is formed due to Weathering of volcanic rocks. Therefore, it is also 

called black lava soil.  

iii) Red Soil: Old igneous rocks weather to form red soil. This soil can be made fertile by 

adding manure and chemical fertilizers. 

iv) Laterite Soil: Laterite soil is formed when heavy rains wash away the fertile upper part of 

the soil. 

v) Mountain Soil: Mountain soil is mainly found on the hill slopes covered with forests. This 

soil formed due to the deposition of organic matter and its thus rich in humus. 

5. i) Afforestation or to increase the area under forest cover. It is the best way to conserve 

soil. Rows of trees should be planted at short distances in the field to provide shelter belts. 

ii) Overgrazing by animals must be checked. Fodder should be raised as a crop. 

iii) Terrace and contour–bunding involves the construction of banks along the contours across 

the hill slopes. 

iv) Contour ploughing is the cultivation of land along the contours in order to check the flow 

of water, otherwise can wash away the soil. 



6. The different methods adopted to conserve water resources are: 

i) Rainwater harvesting is an important method to save surface runoff. During the rainy 

season, rainwater is collected and stored for use during dry periods. It is mostly practised in 

arid and semi-arid areas. 

ii) Sprinklers can be effectively used to irrigate the fields using less quantity of water. 

iii) More trees should be planted as trees reduce surface runoff and recharge groundwater 

storage. 

iv) Conservation of water resources is possible through planned utilization and protecting the 

available water sources from pollution. 

7. Land is gift of nature because we use land for different purpose such as grazing, mining, 

setting up of industries, settlements and so on. The total amount of land available on the earth 

surface is limited. However, the number of people and the demands increasing, thus to get a 

maximum benefits all should prepare a plan of land. 

8. Water form the basis of life. The presence of water distinguishes our earth from other 

planets. About 71 per cent of total surface area of the earth is covered with water. 

i) Only about one per cent of this freshwater available on the earth surface is fit for human 

use. 

ii) The purity and quality of water is of primary concern to human beings, as it is directly 

related to this domestic needs and economic activities. 

iii) Water scarcity has become a serious problem in the world. 

iv) At present, the demand for freshwater has increased due to population growth.   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


