
Political Science           Class-12 

Chapter-1 (Challenges of Nation Building) 

A. Long Answer Questions 

1. Describe the main problems faced in the process of partition of India. 

 The main problems faced in the process of partition of India are as follows:  

(i) Communal Riots and a Massive Influx of Refugees from across the Border: 

The size of the minorities on both sides of the border was very considerable. Therefore, Bengal and 

the Punjab became the two main theatres of communal warfare. There was a massive influx of 

refugees from across the border. Fighting, plundering, arson, abduction of women had erupted all 

over the Punjab and Bengal and, to a lesser extent, in many other parts of the country, especially 

Delhi, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh. The Sikhs in North-West Punjab, the Muslims in East Punjab and the 

present day Haryana, and the Hindus in East Bengal were the worst sufferers. The partition was not 

merely a division of country it was “a division of hearts” as well. 

(ii) Partition of Bengal and Punjab: The Mountbatten plan had proposed the partition of the two 

provinces- Bengal & Punjab. In fact, this could not provide any acceptable solution for the communal 

problem, because the size of the non Muslim minorities, both in East Punjab and East Bengal (which 

formed parts of Pakistan), was very large enough to leave them at the mercy of the Pakistan 

government. Moreover, the two halves of the Pakistan state (East Pakistan and West Pakistan) were 

separated by some 1100 km and communication between the two parts depended on the goodwill of 

India. 

(iii)Administrative and Financial difficulties: India’s economic and administrative system and her 

transportation and postal systems had been established on the basis of a United India. The 

disintegration of the railways, the army, the postal and the telegraph systems gravely injured both 

parts of India. Pakistan was comprised of some 40 per cent of the cotton growing, 85 per cent of the 

jute growing and 40 per cent of the wheat growing areas, whereas most of the mills and factories 

which used these materials were situated in India. 

           2. Resettlement of refugees in the wake of the partition of India was an operation of great magnitude.           

Mention the measures taken to rehabilitate the refugees.    

 The measures taken to rehabilitate the refugees were: 

(i) Those migrating to India could find shelter in temples, Gurdwaras and Dharamshalas (houses for 

pilgrims) temporarily. The schools remained closed for some time to provide shelter to the refugees. 

The voluntary bodies supplied them food and other necessary things until they could fend for 

themselves. 

(ii) The government provided the displaced persons with suitable jobs. The availability of cheap long 

term credit helped small businessmen. 

(iii) Lakhs of Muslims from East Punjab, U.P and Delhi had migrated to Pakistan. Their properties were 

allocated to Hindus and Sikhs who had left West Punjab and Sindh leaving their houses locked there. 

The government of India had to contact the government of Pakistan, so that the two governments 

could have an idea of the value of houses and shops, etc, of the displaced persons for purposes of 

exchange of properties. 

(iv)  The army, the police, the administrators and the non government organizations made massive efforts 

in trying to restore calm. 



(v) And, finally, rehabilitation of the Punjab refugees could happen through the heroic efforts made by 

the refugees themselves. They automatically ceased to be called ‘refugees’ and were named 

‘Purusarthis’, i.e., men of energy and ambition. 

3.  How and under what conditions did Jammu and Kashmir accede to the Indian Union? 

 On 15th August 1947, the state of Jammu and Kashmir was under the full control of Maharaja 

Hari Singh. Pakistan was getting impatient to grab Kashmir by any means and at any cost. Jammu and 

Kashmir had to bear the brunt of tribal raids from across the border soon after partition. Fighting, 

plundering and arson had erupted all over the Kashmir valley. Since Kashmir had not acceded to Indian 

Union, Government of India could not send its forces to defend the state. On October 24, 1947 the 

Maharaja apprised the Indian government of the grim situation prevailing in his state. V.P. Menon reached 

Srinagar on October 25 and on October 26, 1947 the Maharaja formally acceded to the Indian Union. This 

move was fully supported by Sheikh Abdullah, the leader of the National Conference, which had been 

fighting for democratic rule in the state. On October 31 an Interim Administration was set up, with Sheikh 

Abdullah as its President. On 31st December, Indian government appealed to the U.N Security Council to 

put an end to Pakistan’s act of aggression. 

The Security Council in its resolution of August 13, 1948 suggested a ‘Cease Fire Agreement’ 

between India and Pakistan. This resolution had asked Pakistan to withdraw its troops from the territories 

occupied by the invaders. The Security Council also called for the determination of the future status of 

Jammu and Kashmir in accordance with the ‘will of the people’ through a plebiscite. On 1st January, 1949 

India and Pakistan agreed to stop fighting. 

 


