
CHAPTER 3 

THE NIGHT WE WON THE BUICK 

Ans1: The young boy’s father was a clerk. His salary would have maintained them in modest plenty, 

had not half of it given to their ill and indigent relatives for support and medical expenses. 

 The source for great shame for the young boy was their family not owning a car. 

Ans2: The mother consoled the family saying that one’s character plays an important role in life. She 

also says that, living on little develops inner resources and built a spiritual bank account. 

 She made the house looked charming by using a few metres of bright chintz and little paint in 

the right places. 

Ans3 (a) Here ‘I’ is referred to the young boy. 

 (b) When the mayor called out his father’s name, the young boy was so excited and seeing his 

father driven off amidst cheers, he ran after and he reached home in record time. 

Ans4:  The boy was shocked because after winning the lottery, his father was not happy and snarled 

back at him when he ran over to him. 

Ans5: The father could not decide of whether to accept the car or to return it back to the rightful 

owner as the winning lottery ticket was not in his name, though he has paid with his own money. 

Ans6: On the raffle stub 348 the letter K was dimly marked in pencil on one corner. 

  It stands for Kendrick. 

  It was marked because the boy’s father bought the ticket in his friend Kendrick’s name 

with his own money. 

Ans7: To the young boy, it was an open and shut case because according to him Jim Kendrick was a 

multi-millionaire who owned a dozen cars and would not really need it. 

 It was because he badly wanted his family to own a car. 

Ans8: The author’s family finally owned a car only when he was grown-up. 

Ans9: When the boy’s father made the telephone call to Kendrick, he realised that they would 

definitely lose the ownership of the car as his father was an honest man. 

Ans10: The boy’s father and mother believed in good characters. They were very honest. His mother 

was a simple and a lady with patience and his father was a man of generosity towards the 

poor and the needy. 

  

   



 


