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Class – 5 Alternative English      Dated: 4th  June 2020 

Chapter-2 THE FLY       - Walter De La Mare 

 

1. Answer the following questions: 

a. What do the following things look like to a fly: 

i. A thorn on a rose bush. 

Ans. To a fly a thorn on a bush looks like an enormous weapon. 

ii. A tiny drop of water. 

Ans. A tiny drop of water looks like a full-sized mirror to look into. 

iii. A small seed. 

Ans. A small seed looks like the size and strength of a chunk of burning 

coal. 

iv. A wasp. 

Ans. A wasp looks like a terrible predator. 

v. A speck of salt. 

Ans.  A speck of salt looks like lambkins to a shepherd. 

b. Which two words are used to compare one thing with another, in the 

poem? 

Ans. Words that are used to compare one thing with another in the 

poem are ‘like’ and ‘as’. 

c. Which thing, in your opinion, looks the most frightening to a fly? 

Ans. In my view, a wasp may look the most frightening to a fly because it 

looks like a cruel leopard ready to attack anytime. 

d. How do you think much bigger things (a tree, a hill, a house) might 

appear to the fly? 

Ans. To the fly, much bigger things like a tree, a hill and a house might 

appear like huge and tall mountains. 
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2. Answer the following questions with reference to context. 

How large unto the tiny fly 

Must little things appear!- 

a. What things larger than a fly are mentioned in the poem? 

b. To what are these things compared? 

Ans.  How large unto the tiny fly 

Must little things appear!- 

a. In the poem ‘The Fly’, the things that are larger than a fly are a 

rosebud, a loaf of bread and a wasp. 

b. A rosebud is compared to a feather bed, a loaf of bread to a tall 

hill and a wasp to a cruel leopard. 

 

3. Match the following: 

A B 

As fierce as a tiger A person who acts fiercely. 
As cold as a stone A person who shows no feelings 

or emotion. 

As changeable as the weather A person whose moods change 
easily. 

As dead as a doornail Something which is definitely not 
alive. 

As cool as a cucumber A person who keeps calm. 

As firm as a rock A person who is sure about what 
he thinks. 

 

…………………………………xxx…………………………………. 

 


