
Chapter4 

The three questions 

I. Q&A 

Ans1: King John was a selfish and a greedy person. 

  He arrested the Abbot of Canterbury because the Abbot was richer than the king 

and was living a luxurious life. 

Ans2: The three questions the king asked the Abbot were: to tell him how much the king is 

worth, to calculate how long the king will take to go around the world, and to tell what the 

king is thinking at the moment. 

  The king granted three days to find the answers. 

Ans3: To find the answers, the Abbot went into Oxford University and Cambridge. He also 

met great professors and learned men. 

Ans4: The shepherd convinced the Abbot saying that he resembles him a lot and that he 

would wear his dress and cover his head with the hood so that the king would not be able to 

find out . 

Ans5: The first question was to tell how much worth is the king. 

  The shepherd replied that the king is worth exactly twenty-nine silver coins 

because Jesus was sold for thirty silver coins and so, he must be one coin less. 

Ans6: The second question was to calculate how long the king will take to go around the 

world.  

  The shepherd answered that the king will be able to go around the world twenty-

four hours if he rises with the sun early in the morning and ride with it till the next sunrise. 

  Yes, the king was very much satisfied with the answer and had a merry laugh. 

Ans7: The third question was to say what the king is thinking at the moment. 

  The shepherd replied that the king was thinking the shepherd to be the Abbot 

answering his questions. 

Ans8: As a reward, the king decided to pay a pound a week to the shepherd as long as he 

lives. 

Ans9: The shepherd was just lucky that King John saw the humorous side of the whole 

situation. 

II. True or false 

1. True 



2. False 

3. False 

4. False 

5. True 

6. False 

7. False 

8. True 

9. False 

10. False 

Grammar 

II. 

1. Taller 

2. Smaller 

3. More junior 

4. More difficult 

5. More beautiful 

III. 

1. Richest 

2. Most beautiful 

3. Highest 

4. Tallest 

5. Most modern 

6. Biggest 

7. Hottest 


