
Class 5 Subject : Social Studies 

Lesson : 2 

Topic : How To Study Maps 

A. Fill in the blanks:- 

1. A book of maps is called an    atlas . 

2. Maps showing boundaries of countries and states and important cities are known as political maps. 

3. Water bodies are always shown in     blue . 

4.  Dark blue   shows deep waters and light blue shows shallow waters. 

5. Most maps indicate    north   with an arrow marked N. 

B. Answer the following questions. 

1. A globe is the most accurate way to represent the Earth. However we do not use it very much to study 

the Earth. Why? 

Ans. The globe is not used very much to study the Earth because it is not possible to see the entire surface 

of the Earth at a glance and also detailed information cannot be shown on it. 

2. What are the advantages of using a map? 

Ans. The advantages of using a map are:- 

(i) It can be drawn in any size 

(ii) Many details can be shown on it 

(iii) It can be easily carried anywhere 

3. A map of the Earth will have errors in the shape and size of places shown on the map. Why is that so? 

Ans. Maps will have errors because it is not possible to flatten out the Earth’s surface and show it 

accurately. 

4. How is direction usually shown in maps? 

Ans. Usually maps are drawn with north at the top indicated with an arrow marked N. South is at the 

bottom, east is to the right and west is to the left. 

5. How is the scale of a map usually shown? 

Ans. The scale of a map is often shown as a line with distances marked on it. 100 km is shown as 1 cm. 

6. Which standard colours are used in maps? 

Ans. Brown, blue, yellow and green are the standard colours used in maps. 

C. Answer in one word or phrase. 



1. Is it easy to carry a globe everywhere? 

Ans. No, it is not easy. 

2. Which direction falls between north and west? 

Ans. North-west 

3. Which direction falls between south and east? 

Ans. South-east 

4. Which country lies to the south of India? 

Ans. Sri Lanka 

5. Which colour shows water masses on map? 

Ans. Blue 

6. Which colour shows mountains on a map? 

Ans. Brown 

 

 


