
Class : 5 Sub : Social Studies 
Lesson : 6—Life in Hot Deserts 
 
 
A. Match the following. 

A B 
1. Deserts hardly receive any rainfall 
2. A camel is very useful in the desert 
3. Saudi Arabia exports petroleum 
4. Bedouins are nomads 
5. Mecca and Medina are religious places 
 
 
B. Circle the odd one out. Give reasons for your answer. 
 
1. Arabian Desert, Arabian Peninsula, Sahara Desert, Thar 
Desert 
Reason: A peninsula consists of mountains and receives more 
rainfall than deserts. 
 
2. Yemen, Iraq, Oman, Afghanistan 
Reason: Yemen, Iraq and Oman share borders with Saudi 
Arabia whereas Afghanistan does not. 
 
3. Riyadh, Mecca, Medina, Qatar 
Reason: Qatar is a country whereas the others are cities of 
Saudi Arabia. 
 
4. Date palm, wheat, barley, cactus 
Reason: Cactus grows in hot and dry areas whereas the 
others grow in fertile and wet areas. 



C. Write short answers. 
1. Where are most hot deserts located? 
Ans. Most hot deserts are located on the western side of the 
continents. 
 
2. What kind of region is most of Saudi Arabia? 
Ans. Most of Saudi Arabia is a rocky plateau covered by a vast 
desert. 
 
3. Name two desert regions of Saudi Arabia? 
Ans. Rub al Khali and An-Nafud are the two desert regions of 
Saudi Arabia. 
 
4. Where do the Bedouins live? 
Ans. Bedouins live in tents made of camel skin. 
 
D. Answer these questions. 
 
1. List the countries which surround Saudi Arabia. 
Ans. Saudi Arabia is surrounded by Jordan, Iraq and Kuwait in 
the north; Persian Gulf, Qatar, Manama, Bahrain and United 
Arab Emirates(UAE) in the east; the Arabian sea, Oman and 
Yemen in the south; and the Red Sea in the west. 
 
2. Describe the summer and winter climate of Saudi Arabia. 
Ans. The summer season is from May to September. The days 
are very hot and dry while the nights are relatively cool. 

The winter months are from October to April. The 
days are warm while the nights are very cold.  



3. Why is the camel called the ‘ship of the desert’? 
Ans. The camel is called the ‘ship of the desert’ because it can 
walk easily on the burning sand and also it can live without 
food and water for many days. 
 
4. In deserts, permanent settlements are found near oases. 
Why? How has petroleum changed the economy of Saudi 
Arabia? 
Ans. In deserts, permanent settlements are found near oases 
because of the availability of water. 

 Discovery of petroleum has changed the lifestyle of 
the people. It has helped in economic development of the 
country. Modern towns and cities, industries, schools and 
colleges have been developed. 


