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Comprehension 

I. Short answer-type questions. 

1. “And I’ll give thee a silver pound, 

To row us o’er the ferry!” 

a. The chief of Ulva’s Isle is the speaker and it is addressed to the boatman.  

b. He wants to go over the ferry across Lochgyle. 

2. 

a. They are running away from Lord Ullin. 

b. Lord Ullin and his horsemen are searching for them. 

c. If they are caught they will be killed.  

3. 

a. The boatman is the Hardy High land wight. 

b. He is ready to go over the ferry cross Lochgyle.  

c. He is not an opportunist. He could have asked for more silver but refused 

even the one he was getting. 

4. 

a. Lord Ullin’s daughter is the bonny bird. 

b. The boatman speaks about danger because Lord Ullin’s daughter is in great 

danger. Her father’s men are following them and if they (Lord Ullin’s men) find 

her and her lover, they will get killed.  

c. Boatman’s task is to take her over the roaring water in the bad weather far 

away from her father so that he doesn’t kill her.  

5.  

a. The water wraith is like a ghost of a person dead or about to die. It shrieked 

with the rumbling sound of the dark and strong weather because of the 

terribly bad weather.  

b. The cloud and sky were dark and looked like the heaven was scowling. 

c. The faces of the boatman, the chieftain and Lord Ullin’s daughter grew 

darker because the weather was so bad it became dark and they couldn’t see 

each other. 

6. 



a. The lady is Lord Ullin’s daughter and she is speaking to the boatman. 

b. The last two lines mean that the weather is bad but she prefers to face the 

rage of the weather rather than the anger of her father. 

7.  

a. The poet says that the land is stormy because the wind was blowing with 

loud noises. 

b. By the third line, the poet means that the sea too was affected by the wind 

and the sea was not calm but angry. 

c. The violent storm rocked the boat and the boat was drowned because the 

storm was too strong for the human hand of the boatman to control the boat. 

8.  

a. ‘He’ in the second line is Lord Ullin. 

b. ‘She’ is the daughter of Lord Ullin. 

 She stretched out her hand to her father. 

9. 

a. The way the waves lashed the shore it was useless to think they will survive. 

b. The lashing waves prevented the boat from returning to the shore and also 

prevented any help to the boat from the shore.  

c. Lord Ullin was left lamenting because he could do nothing to save his 

daughter when before his eyes the boat was drowned. He could only stand 

there moaning. 

 

II. Long answer-type questions. 

1. The boatman was a man of great sympathy, valour and chivalry. Realising 

the situation he took upon himself an almost impossible task of boating the 

young couple across Lochgyle despite the storm. This bold and daring man was 

not prompted by the greed of money, but the inner desire to help the lovers 

made him row the boat in the face of the storm. 

2. Lord Ullin was a strict man but he loved his daughter. He did not want his 

daughter to be married to the chief of Ulva’s Isle and followed to kill them as 

they eloped but at the end he forgave his daughter and also the chief of Ulva’s 

Isle out of his great love for his dear daughter. 

3. No, I don’t think the punishment received by Lord Ullin is not justified. 

 He didn’t like his daughter running away with the chieftain but he loved 

her too. Losing his daughter was not deserved by Lord Ullin. 



III. Based on your understanding of the poem, tick the correct option for the 

following sentences. 

 1. C  2. C   3. C   4. A   5. A   

 


