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C. Think and write 

1. Personal answers,  assignment  

2. Bartley was the last surviving male member of the family. Unfortunately he too met his 

fate in the sea. Now,  the family is completely deserted with no male to help or support 

them.  Mother and the two daughters will have to face the harsh realities of life alone.  They 

will also be forced to find a source of earning to live their life.  In short,  the memories of 

their dear ones will haunt throughout their life.  

3. The red mare and grey are symbolic representations. Red colour represents strength and 

virility and grey stands for death. It should be remembered that Bartley who was riding the 

red mare was knocked down to the sea by the grey pony that was following Bartley. 

4. It is true to some extent.  Generally, people who live a life full of hardships and miseries 

are bound to be fatalistic.  When these people fail to face and overcome the hardships of 

life,  they think that it is their fate and nobody can change it.  They hesitate to give a try and 

they themselves surrender to that what is called fate.  

However it is not true in everybody’s case. Life of great personalities like Thomas Elva 

Adison,  Steve Jobs,  Stephen Hawking, etc. revealed that not all those who live a life of 

hardships and uncertainty are bound to be fatalistic. Though they were forced to faces their 

own limitations and hurdles  They were not fatalistic and rose above it through their 

determination and in believing in their powers within.  

 

Additional Answer questions  

1.What are Nora and Cathleen discussing  when  the play  opens?  

Nora and Cathleen are discussing about the shirt and a stocking that the priest has handed 

over to Nora.  

2.What did Nora bring home from the young priest? 

Nora brought home a bundle which contained a shirt and a stocking that belonged to a 

drowned man.  The village priest had given the bundle to Nora to verify if the clothes 

belonged to her missing brother Michael. The priest told her that the bundle belonged to a 

drowned man whose dead body had been found in Donegal and given a decent burial there. 



3.How does Cathleen deceive her mother Maurya? 

Maurya had seen Cathleen climbing up to the turf-loft and Cathleen told her mother that 

she had been baking a cake at the fire for Bartley. But she was actually hiding the bundle of 

clothes on the turf-loft. The young priest had given Nora that bundle which belonged to a 

drowned man whose body had been found in Donegal. 

4.What are the reasons that Maurya gives for keeping Bartley back from going to the horse-

fair in Connemara? 

Maurya had lost her husband, father-in-law and five sons. Her youngest son Bartley is going 

to the horse-fair in Connemara. She requests Bartley not to sail for Connemara because the 

weather is very bad and the sea is violent. Secondly, if Michael’s dead body is brought 

home, there is no one to make a coffin for him. 

5.What story is told to Cathleen about the recovery of Michael’s clothes in Donegal? 

Nora tells her sister Cathleen that two smugglers were carrying whisky in their boat by the 

black-looking rock on the Irish coast, the oar of one of them struck a dead body, which was 

floating. They picked up the dead body, which is supposed to be Michael’s. 

6.How does Nora confirm that the shirt and the stocking in the bundle belonged to 

Michael? 

Nora had knitted her brother, Michael’s pair of stockings. So she examined the number of 

stitching:she had put three score stitches and then dropped four of them that she had put 

in them and found them to be the same  Similarly the shirt is of the same quality of 

Michael’s old shirt. Thus Nora confirms that the shirt and stockings belonged to Michael’s. 

7. Why does Maurya try to dissuade Bartley from taking the rope?  

Maurya tried to dissuade (stop) Bartley from taking the rope saying they might need it if 

Michael’s body was washed up the shore.  

8. Why do the girls send Maurya after Bartley? 

The girls send Maurya after Bartley to give him the cake and also her blessing, in the 

meanwhile they will able to identify the clothes given by the priest.  

 

9.What was the fearfulest thing that Maurya had seen? Bring out its dramatic significance 

The most dreadful thing  that Maurya had seen was the ghost of her dead son Michael 

riding after her youngest son Bartley on a grey pony. The poor fisher folk Of the Island  had 

a superstitious belief that if a living man is chased by a ghost, he would die soon. 



“I ‘ll have no call now to be going down and getting Holy Water in the dark night after 

Samhain and I won’t care what way the sea is when the other women will be keening” Why 

does Maurya say so? 

With the death of her last son  Bartley, there was no male member left in the family. Now 

she is free from all burdens of life. She is emotionally drained and exhausted, she becomes 

a living dead person who is heartbroken and doesn’t seems to care anymore about the 

condition of the sea since it has taken  

10.How does Bartley die? 

Bartley was going to the horse-fair in Connemara. While he was crossing the sea, the grey 

pony knocked him down to the violent sea and he was drowned. 

11.Why is the neighbour surprised at Maurya’s forgetting to purchase nails for the coffin? 

The neighbour is surprised because Maurya has seen many coffins made for her menfolk 

such as her husband, father-in-law and her five sons. So it is surprising that Maurya forgot 

to buy nails for her sixth son Bartley. 

12.What does Maurya mean when she says Michael has a clean burial in the far north? 

Maurya has seen the tragic deaths of her husband, father-in-law and six sons. So now she 

bows her head to the inevitable fate-death without any complaint. She accepts the deaths 

of her two sons Michael and Bartley without any complaint. Therefore Maurya says that it is 

enough that Michael had a clean burial in Donegal. 

13.“What more can we want than that? No man at all can be living for ever, and we must be 

satisfied” – what is the dramatic significance of these lines? 

The final effect of ‘Riders to the Sea’ is sublime and not depressing. Maurya is the tragic 

heroine of the play and they are the concluding utterance, which bring the play to a sublime 

end because it expresses a sense of relief. Man is a helpless creature in the hands of death. 

Death closes all. So Maurya heaves a sigh of relief that everything is over with death. She 

has lost her husband, father-in-law and six healthy, young sons in the sea. 

14.What do the red mare and grey pony represent in the play “Riders to the Sea”? 

Jmbered that Bartley who was riding the red mare was knocked down to the sea by the grey 

pony that was following Bartley. 

15.What are the two main themes of the play?  

The themes of the play is the power of the sea.  It is both the provider and the destroyer.  

People depend on the sea for a living, but they are also at the risk of the angry sea.  



The conflict of Christianity and pagan belief reflected through the characters of Maurya and 

Cathleen is another theme of the play, “Riders to the Sea”. 

 

Assignment : Discuss the theme,  “sea as the provider and destroyer” 

(hint: think on atleast three points on how the islanders  depends on the sea- livelihoods,  

foods,  shelters,  means of travel…  

Atleast three points on the dangers of the sea- disasters  Poverty,  climatic conditions…  

Frame your answers ,using reference from the text) 
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