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Comprehension 

I. Short answer-type questions. 

1. Salim Ali had been raised up by his maternal uncle and his childless aunt 

who were from middle class. 

2. His first pet was a baby yellow-throated sparrow. 

3. Beside birds love he loved motorcycle and Alfonso mangoes. He spent most 

of his days outdoors because he liked to play cricket. 

4. His uncle sent him to visit Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) in 

Mumbai. 

5. An Englishman (Honourary Secretary) W.S. Millard encouraged him to make 

a collection of birds and offered to train him in skinning and preservation. 

6. His most popular article was ‘Stopping by the Woods on a Sunday Morning’ 

of 1930, which was reprinted again in Indian Express on his birthday in 1984. 

7. The Zoological Survey of India rejected him to get a job as an ornithologist 

since he did not have an M.Sc. or Ph.D. degree. 

8. Salim is also known as the ‘Grand Old Man of Indian Ornithology’ and ‘The 

Bird Man of India’. 

 

II. Long answer-type questions. 

1. W.S. Millard helped Salim Ali by encouraging him to make a collection of 

birds and offered to train him in skinning and preservation. He showed him the 

impressive collection of stuffed birds in the society and sent him few books 

including Edward Hamilton Aitken’s ‘The Common Bird of Bombay’. 

2. He saved the Bombay Natural History Society from closing down due to lack 

of funds by writing to the present Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru for help. 

The Prime Minister gave the society funds to tide over its difficult period.  

3. Salim used to get up in the morning and roam about till evening. His eyes 

always searched for something in the sky and on tree tops. He used to go on 

usual walks and used to watch the nests of the birds. Since his house was 

located among the trees he spent most of his time in observing birds and 

studying their daily activities. 



4. Salim faced a lot of challenges during his studies, work and personal life. For 

example, he faced a year as unemployed. There were hardly any jobs available 

for ornithologists in India. That’s why in 1919 he moved to Burma to look after 

the family mining and timber business. When he returned to India he tried to 

get a job but he was rejected for he did not have M.Sc. or Ph.D. degree. He 

went to Germany for further studies. After coming back again there was no 

scope of job for his profession. So he created his own job.   

 

III. Match the following columns: 

1. e  2. D  3. A  4. B  5. G  6. F  7. C  

 

Be a Grammarian  

II. Choose the correct word in each sentence below: 

1. everyone 

2. everyone 

3. everyone 

4. everyone 

5. everyone 

6. everyone 

 


