
ALTERNATIVE ENGLISH: THE DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL (II)

Short answers
11. The living conditions of the residents of the Annex had deteriorated so 
much as the number of bombings on German cities increased everyday and 
they haven’t had a good night’s rest in so long. There were no proper food as 
well. Breakfast consisted of plain, unbuttered bread and coffee and for the last 
two weeks they had been eating vegetables that had a rotten taste.
               Their horrible living conditions affected their mood and behaviour 
adversely as they were quarrelling with each other and everyone was mad at 
everyone else.
12. Radio is very important to the people in Holland because they can listen to 
British Broadcast on radio not just whatever Germans want them to hear, but 
to have a true idea of what was going on outside. It also provides the news 
about the victories of the allied powers.
                 The authorities don’t allow a radio to the people because they fear 
that it will encourage them to rebel against Germany. 
13. The good news about the war is that the radio announces that Italy is out 
of the war. And the bad news about Mr Koophuis’s health is that he has to go 
to the hospital for a very difficult operation on his stomach, and will have to 
stay there for at least four weeks.
14. When Anne read the pages of her diary, she was ashamed to see 
everything that she had written. She had filled her pages with so much anger 
and hatred towards her mother. From her diary she came to know that she 
had made her mother cry many times. She realised that she saw things only 
from her own point of view without thinking about how she might have hurt 
others.
15. Anne is maturing both physically and emotionally. Physically, her periods 
started and she feels happy and wonderful about it. Emotionally, she realises 
the importance of finding someone to talk to, and to be friends with. In her 
quest to find someone to talk to, she visited Peter in the attic and decides to 
do it again.
16. The people in the Annex quarrelled. They start to share food differently 
now. Each family has their own stores of meats and oils, and cooks their own 



potatoes. Anne’s mother wishes not to see Mr Van Daan’s face for the two 
whole weeks.
17. Anne wonders if everyone who shares a house ends up fighting. Actually, 
not all people who share space and resources hate each other.
                  When people live together, disagreements are bound to occur but 
these disagreements and differences should be discussed and sorted out 
without having to hate each other.
18. After reading her reaction to the conversation around her, I think she has 
grown used to the fearful situation that constantly takes place around her. She 
manages to remain very calm. She has reached the point where she hardly 
cares whether she lives or dies. She says that the world will keep on turning 
without her and that she can’t do anything to change events anyway. She is 
contented to just concentrate on her studies and hope that everything will be 
alright in the end.
19. Peter does not have someone who can talk and show him affection. 
Therefore, he often spends his time looking at the picture of the movie star 
that Anne has given him and starts to think of the people in the picture as his 
friends. He also always hugs his cat, Mouschi so tightly. These are the reasons 
that make Anne feels that Peter needs to feel loved.
20. The children see the beautiful blue sky, the trees, and the birds.
                      It makes them feel that as long as the sky and the sunshine exist, 
and as long as they can enjoy it, they should not be sad. The best remedy for 
those who are frightened, lonely or unhappy is to go outside, anywhere they 
can be alone with nature. They are of the view that God wants them to be 
happy and enjoy the beauty of nature. They firmly believe that nature can help 
them with all their troubles.


