
CLASS 10A: ALTERNATIVE ENGLISH
THE DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL

LONG ANSWERS
1. Anne calls her diary ‘the nicest present’ that she had received on her 
thirteenth birthday. Ever since her family lived in hiding in the secret annex, 
Anne needed a true friend. Since she was living in isolation and had no friends, 
her diary was her sole companion and it was the only place where she could 
express her thoughts on all the matters of her daily life and a place where she 
could completely be herself. Sharing all her feelings and emotions into her 
diary, as a sensitive teenager she managed to cope up with the suffocating life 
in the hiding. By writing the diary she felt herself matured as a writer and it 
helped her to deal with growing up issues. Thus her diary proved to be her 
closest friend and she considered it as the nicest present that she had received 
on her birthday.
2. Living two years in hiding in the secret annex and suffering a great deal was 
like an adventure according to Anne. She is optimistic that she will be a 
stronger and a better person out of her experiences in the secret annex. She 
has witnessed raiding, bombings, and other terrible things around her and she 
believes that one day this war will come to an end. Experiences like, living in 
the annex with so many people as a sensitive teenager, gradually developing a 
healthier relationship with her mother and Peter, not afraid of being caught by 
the police during the attempted robbery of the annex on 11 April 1944, bad 
food and living conditions made her feel that from all these experiences, she 
will learn some lessons and will emerge as a strong person one day.
3. The relationship between Anne Frank and her mother Edith Frank was 
erratic. She was of the view that her father understood her better whereas her 
mother was like a stranger to her, not understanding her at all. They would 
fight often. Anne was not happy with the fact that her mother treated her 
more like a friend than a daughter because a friend cannot take the place of a 
mother. She wanted her mother to set a good example and be a person she 
can respect.  She preferred her father and this preference for her father made 
her mother feel hurt. However, gradually, the maturity in her made Anne feel 
ashamed and shocked of her hatred for her mother. She realised that she saw 
things only from her own perspective, not knowing how she might have hurt 



others. Anne grew wiser and on the surface, they seemed to be getting along 
better but she could never love her like a child anymore.
4. Anne describes the eight residents of the Annex in her diary. She describes 
her father Otto Frank as one of the most understanding, loving, smartest, 
kindest, most gentle and thoughtful fathers. She feels her mother is cold, 
critical, uncaring, a person difficult to understand and also as someone who 
doesn’t know how to show love to her children. She then describes her sister 
Margot as pretty, smart, emotional, everyone’s favourite and a brilliant person 
and Peter Van Daan as a shy and awkward person but later Anne and Peter 
become close friends. Mr. Van Daan is the colleague of her father. He often 
fights with his wife openly and Mrs. Van Daan is a silly person. In her eyes, Mr. 
Albert Dussel, a dentist and an acquaintance of the Franks is a quarrelsome 
and selfish person. And she herself was a blend of two different personalities.

It reveals about her that observes everything and every person around 
her in minute details and records her observations in her diary.
5. Anne’s diary is a powerful first hand record of the experience of a young girl 
as she matures. At the age of thirteen, Anne was carefree, attended Jewish 
school and had about thirty people whom she called her friends. Anne, along 
with her parents and sister Margot, lived in their own house, had sufficient 
healthy food and were living in a comfortable surrounding when she was 
thirteen. At her fourteenth birthday, the Franks along with four others moved 
into a small secret Annex above Otto Frank’s office building. Anne shared a 
room with Mr. Albert Dussel, a dentist. She had neither school nor friends and 
tried to keep up with her studies herself. She often wrote about her feelings, 
and emotions of loneliness and isolation in her diary which she received on her 
thirteenth birthday. The friendship between Anne and Peter grew eventually. 
Peter and her diary were her only companion in the Annex. In the Secret Annex 
they lived in hiding and so their movement was restricted. The residents had to 
face severe food scarcity, burglary, and they also didn’t have a place to bath. 
By the time Anne reached her fourteenth birthday, life became more difficult.
6. Initially, Anne didn’t like Peter and even considered him as lazy, awkward 
and shy but as they see each other everyday, their close friendship blossomed. 
Their similarities like need of love, understanding and friends draw them close 
to each other. Anne finds solace in Peter’s company. She conquers his 
affection, creates an image of him in her mind as a quiet sweet sensitive boy in 



dire need of love and company. She is unable to shake him off now, as he gets 
closer to her with each meeting. They mostly spend time together in the attic 
admiring nature, and just enjoying each other’s company. This becomes 
possible as they are living in close quarters and therefore, they come closer 
and share the strongest bond.


