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Short answers
21. There are some similarities between Anne and Peter. Both of them have a 
very strong feelings that cannot be controlled and neither of them has a 
mother. Peter’s mother doesn’t bother much about what’s going on in his 
head and Anne’s mother takes an interest in her life, but doesn’t understand 
her at all.
                   Yes, I think their similarities contribute to them becoming closer as 
they find comfort in each other’s company.
22. The blooming of guns and the constant fear of planes and shooting caused 
the residents to be nervous.
23. Mr M is the man who sells potatoes, butter and jam on the black market. 
He has five young children and another baby coming.
                        Mr M has been arrested.
24. By the arrests of their helpers, the residents of the Annex ran out of fats 
and oils. Miep and Mr Koophuis are ill, and Elli has no time to do shopping. So 
the food is miserable, and their lunch consists of mashed potatoes and some 
smelly, rotting vegetables.
25. Anne’s cheerful character makes Peter cheer when he is gloomy. It also 
provides him with some necessary distractions from the fearful circumstances 
they are living.
                       This is important because her cheerfulness is perhaps one of the 
few reasons to be glad about and give a hope in the darkest of times as they 
have been living in hiding for four years now and life is already a sad reality for 
them. 
26. In 1942, when Peter came to Annex, Anne would not find him interesting 
and described him in the diary as someone who was obnoxious, shy, and 
awkward. Peter, on the other hand, thought of her as a noisy pest. But with 
time passing, they realised that they share so much similarities among 
themselves and developed attractions for each other and eventually became 
very good of friends. They spend most of their time together that the inmates 
of the Annex would joke that if both of them stay long enough in the Annex, 
they would end up getting married. They have become each other’s sole and 
dearest companion.



27. With the black market ration book men out of prison, the residents of the 
Annex start to get fresh and better food and things more or less got back to 
normal. The condition of their meal improves.
28. During the war, people have to stand in line to buy vegetables and all kinds 
of goods, doctors can’t visit their patients since their cars and bikes are stolen 
the moment they turn their backs, burglaries and thefts are so common, little 
children smash the windows of peoples’ homes and steal whatever they can, 
and people don’t dare leave their house for even five minutes because 
everything may be stolen. Everyone’s hungry, men are being sent off to 
Germany, the children are sick or undernourished, and everyone’s wearing old, 
worn-out clothes and shoes.
29. Anne is sad over all the things happening around. She is a thoughtful child 
and all the realities that she mentions in the entry are heartbreaking and yet, 
she notes them down as matter-of-fact, toning down the self-pitying.
30. I think the residents of the Secret Annex continued to celebrate birthdays 
even in hiding because they did not want to miss an occasion to come together 
and celebrate. They also wanted to keep up good spirits that they would be 
freed soon.


